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THE CODYS IN LE CLAIRE* 


By F..M. Fryxeny 
Professor of Geology, Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois 


The history of the Cody family during their residence in the 
vicinity of Le Claire, Iowa, from 1840 to 1852 is an interesting 
excerpt from the pioneer history of the prairies, and is probably 
typical of thousands of other frontier narratives that have sim- 
ilarly gone unrecorded. 

Our account begins with the removal of Isaac Cody, later dis- 
tinguished as the father of Col. William F. Cody, from Cleveland, 
Ohio, to Cincinnati, in 1837, with the purpose of there taking up 
the study and practice of medicine. But there is every reason to 
believe that Cedy, then a man of about thirty, was not suited 
for such a sober professional career, and it is not surprising that 
after one year he gave it up and decided to try his fortune in 
what was then the far west. 

About this time there was taking place a large emigration to 
the Iowa Territory and a great many Clevelanders were choosing 
heme sites along the Mississippi River in the vicinity of the two 
embryonic settlements, Le Claire and Parkhurst, both of which 
lay within the region which had been ceded to the government 
by the Sac Indians under Black Hawk a few years before (1832) 
and hence was newly opened to white settlement. So in 1839 we 
find Isaac Cody leaving his wife’ and little girl, Martha, and 
journeying to Parkhurst, lowa Territory. Here he entered claim 
on some land (what is now the John S. Wilson farm, one and 


iAlthough this arlicle embodies matevial gained from a variety of sources, by 
far the greater portion of it is based on notes obtained during the many occa- 
sions when I have visited Col. J. D. Barnes, venerable Le Claire historian, and 
discussed ‘‘the old times’ with him. It is a pleasure to acknowledge this great 
indebtedness, and to pay tribute to Col. Barnes’ authority in matters historical. 

2This was Isaac Cody’s second wife, Mary Ann Laycock. Martha was Isaac's 
daughter and only child by his first wife, who had died before he moved to 
Cincinnati. 
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one-half miles northwest of Le Claire), operated a small general 
store in Parkhurst, and in 1840 built the little frame house which 
still stands along the river road at the northern edge of Le Claire. 

In 1841 Cody revisited Cincinnati, and when he returned to 
Iowa in the spring of 1842 he brought back with him his wife and 
daughter. While in the act of changing boats at St. Louis on this 
trip he met one Dennis Barnes, a man of about his own age, who 
had also left his family in Cincinnati and was on his way west 
to look up a location. Cody urged Barnes to try his fortune with 
him in Iowa, and finally persuaded him to do so. By such appar- 
ently trivial circumstances were destinies determined on the 
frontier. 

When Cody and Barnes landed at Parkhurst the latter hast- 
ened by horseback to Dubuque and there entered claim on a quar- 
ter section adjacent to Cody’s. Thus Cody and Barnes became 
neighbors and good friends, remaining so for many years in spite 
of political differences and the vicissitudes of the times. 

The subsequent histories of the two families reflect the differ- 
ences between their respective heads. Dennis Barnes spent the 
rest of his long and exceedingly useful life in the Le Claire re- 
gion, and became a prominent figure in the development of this 
portion of Iowa, serving as first mayor of Le Claire (1854) and 
holding other positions of like responsibility, finally passing away 
in 1898 at the age of 92. His descendants have carried on in 
the community in the same fashion, and his now aged son, Col. 
J. D. Barnes, is deserving of special mention. Isaac Cody, on 
the other hand, represents a wholly different type of frontiers- 
man, equally characteristic of the border and equally necessary 
to it; he is répresented to us as quick tempered but generous, 
impetuous in words and actions, an ardent and vigorously out- 
spoken antislavery man, and with the true pioneer’s eagerness to 
try his fortunes in new ways and new country. | 

Obviously to such a temperament farming did not present a 
particularly strong appeal, and it is not difficult to find an ex- 
planation for Cody’s restlessness in Iowa, or for his brief and 
stormy career subsequently in “bloody Kansas.” 

Col. Barnes tells us that Isaac Cody and his father were 
among the first of the immigrants in the Le Claire region who 
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ventured to homestead up on the prairies, and that they did so 
out of necessity for the reason that the first arrivals had staked 
out all available land in the near-by Mississippi Valley. This 
seems inexplicable to us at first thought, for in our times the 
prairie land is often the more valuable; but the early immigrants, 
most of whom came from the wooded eastern states, regarded the 
open and lonely prairies with suspicion and fear, and deliberately 
avoided them in favor of the river flats and bluffs, where there 
were no prairie fires and the blizzards were less violent, where 
timber and building stone were plentiful, and where steamboats 
passing up and down the Mississippi could keep them in touch 
with the world from which they had come. 

Later in the year 1842 Cody and his family left the homestead 
for a time and went to Walnut Grove, twelve miles to the north- 
west, where Cody hired out to “break prairie” for Col. W. F. 
Brackenridge, a leader in the opening up of eastern Iowa. It 
was in this year, and probably while the family was in Walnut 
Grove, that Samuel, the oldest son in the family and the first 
child by Cedy’s second wife, was born. 

The Cody family was found in 1843 back on the old home- 
stead again, northwest of Le Claire. Here they remained for 
seven years, and here all the rest of the Cody children were born 
except Charles, the youngest, who was born in 1853, the year 
following the removal of the family to Kansas. Those born at 
the Le Claire homestead were Julia® (1843), William (1845), 
Eliza (1847), Helen (1849), and May (1851). It is said that 
Mrs. Cody was an ardent admirer of Queen Victoria and emu- 
lated her in many rather astonishing particulars: witness the 
size of her family and the regularity with which her children 
made their arrival. 

Since the second son of the family, William, was destined to 


3Julia Cody Goodman, the last survivor of this family, passed away recently. 
on October 26, 1928, at the age of eighty-five, while visiting her youngest son in 
Honolulu. Her body was cremated and the ashes brought back to America, being 
placed beside those of her husband in the cemetery at North Platte, Nebraska, 
on November 14. In May and June, 1927, the year prior to her death, Mrs. 
Goodman revisited Le Claire for the first time since 1852, seventy-five years 
before, when as a girl of nine she had left for frontier Kansas as described in 
the present narrative. The reunion of Mrs. Goodman and Col. Barnes in Daven- 
port on the morning of May 28 was an occasion of unusual interest which the 
writer will not soon forget. Once neighbors and favorite playmates, they had 
not seen each other for three-quarters of a century; and now at eighty-four 
their paths crossed once more. Mrs. Goodman spent many days in and around 
Le Claire, revisiting familiar haunts, looking up the few of her old neighbors 
still living, and being feted on every hand by the younger generation. 
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later fame, we pause for a moment before the account of his 
birth as it has been published in several sources and re-told in 
Le Claire on many occasions. The naive account has something 
of a Biblical ring to it: 

“The circumstances of William’s birth were related by old 
Aunty Zebly, the wife of Eleazar Parkhurst, and Mrs. Dennis 
Barnes, and as they were present on the occasion the particulars 
are supposed to be correct. It occurred on the night of Febru- 
ary 26, 1845, and when Mrs. Cody was informed that her newly 
born was a son, she immediately replied that his name should be 
William Frederick.” 

The house on the Le Claire homestead in which “Buffalo Bill” 
and the other Cody children were born was razed some time 
about the close of the Civil War, and no illustration of it has 


The old Cody home, still standing, at Le Claire. 
father of William F. Cody. 


Built in 1840 by Isaae Cody, 


come down to us. From descriptions given many years later by 
William and Julia Cody and by Joe Barnes we know that it was 
like any other homesteader’s cabin of the time—built of logs 
and frame, chiefly the latter, and resting on a foundation of 
limestone blocks obtained at near-by outcrops in the valley. 
We have no record of any important events in the annals of 
the Codys during the years of residence on the homestead other 
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than the periodic arrival of the new baby, the further improve- 
ment of the land, and the addition by purchase of forty acres of 
land adjacent to the original quarter section. The circumstances 
of the family during the period were probably much the same 
as they were in the early ‘50’s, of which time Col. Cody wrote in 
his Autobiography, “My father, Isaac, and mother, Mary Ann, 
were honest folks, but their possessions comprehended scarcely 
anything more than good characters and eight children.” 

We should perhaps mention that in April, 1843, Dennis 
Barnes, too, returned to Ohio as Cody had before him, and when 
a year later, on April 10th, he landed at the Le Claire wharf, 
he had with him his wife and two boys, new neighbors for the 
Codys. 

In the spring of 1849 the belated news reached Le Claire that 
the year before, gold had been discovered in California. In this 
peaceful community as in many another the story had the effect 
of an exploded bomb. The information was brought to Le Claire 
via steamboat, and we can picture with what increasing excite- 
ment Isaac Cody devoured the accounts of gold discovery and of 
overland expeditions that filled the St. Louis newspapers. As 
we might expect, it was he who first caught the fever and by de- 
grees transmitted it to the more cautious Dennis Barnes, who 
afterwards held that “it was all Isaac’s fault!’ Eventually the 
lure proved irresistible for both, and, preparatory to casting 
their lots for better or worse in the Gold Rush, they disposed of 
their farms and sold everything that they could not pack into 
prairie schooners for the long journey. 

Cody, Barnes, and one George “Lucy’’ Long, a bachelor of 
dubious reputation, struck up a three-fold alliance for the great 
adventure; and each of the partners provided a prairie schooner 
and two yoke of oxen to pull it. The plan determined upon was 
to leave early in the spring of the next year, 1850, as soon as 
the grass on the prairies would be high enough to support the cat- 
tle, to journey to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and there to unite 
with a caravan bound overland for California under escort of a 
company of dragoons commanded by Captain George Dodge of 
Port Byron, Illinois. Cody and his two partners invested a 
large portion of their funds in supplies of bacon, canned goods, 
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crackers, and other necessities for the trip, all of which were 
purchased by Captain Dodge (who was then navigating ae 
upper Mississippi) at St. Louis and sent on up the Missouri 
River to Fort Leavenworth, there to await the arrival of the 
wagons. 

The spring of ’50 came round. “But,” reads the record, “when 
the time came to start and the oxen were standing under their 
yokes ready to be hitched to the wagons, news came of terrible 
Indian atrocities, coupled with the sad fate which attended the 
Donner party.’* These ill tidings sounded with ominous ring 
in the ears of this handful of emigrants, and it is not to be won- 
dered that they paused to reconsider the advisability of expos- 
ing themselves and their small children to such dangers. “Lucy” 
Long flatly demurred and refused to leave the safety of Le Claire. 
According to Col. Barnes, his father and Isaac Cody would still 
have set out for the Eldorado and abandoned the project only 
with utmost reluctance and out of necessity because they could 
persuade no one else to buy out Long’s equipment and they them- 
selves were too poor to do so. Thus the caravan never left the 
town limits of Le Claire! We can understand how Col. Barnes 
is often led to wonder, “If we had gone—what then?” But who 
can answer such a question? 

The collapse of the California air castle placed the two fami- 
lies in a predicament that was decidedly embarassing and criti- 
cal, Their implements and farms had been sold to provide funds 
for the trip, and the goods sent on to Fort Leavenworth were 
beyond recovery, Eventually Isaac Cody took up temporary resi- 
dence for the summer months in the frame house in Parkhurst 
which he had built ten years previously; and Dennis Barnes 
settled in Le Claire. 

That summer Isaac Cody found employment driving a pas- 
senger stage on the Davenport-Le Claire portion of what was in- 
tended to become a stage line extending as far as Dubuque but 
which failed before the line was completed. This occupation must 
have been one quite to Cody’s liking, for he was passionately 
fond of horses. It is said that he could make the run from the 
Le Claire House at Davenport to Parkhurst, a distance of about 


4History of Le Claire Township, } i 
ty, Iowa. Davenport, Iowa, is0h pose Ghaet De oe oe 
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fourteen miles, in one hour and five minutes. This must have 
been perilously near the speed limit for those times. We wonder 
what Isaac Cody’s reaction would be could he come to life and 
see the fine concrete road which now links Davenport and 
Le Claire, and witness the constant stream of traffic which flows 
over the path where, seventy-eight years ago, his high stage 
rattled and bumped through mud and ruts in the thrillingly fast 
time of one hour and five minutes! 

Though literally and figuratively it was true that for Isaac 
Cody and his wife the lines had not always fallen in pleasant 
places, life for the children was carefree enough if we are to 
take as evidence this brief picture from the Le Claire days which 
appears in Col. Cody’s Autobiography: 

“At Le Claire I was sent to a school where, by diligence and 
fairly good conduct I managed to familiarize myself with the 
alphabet, but further progress was arrested by a suddenly de- 
veloped love for skiff riding on the Mississippi, which occupied 
so much of my time thereafter that really I found no convenient 
opportunity for further attendance at school, though neither my 
father nor my mother had the slightest idea of my new found, 
self-imposed, employment, much to my satisfaction let me add. 
When I was thrown in the society of other boys I was not slow 
to follow their example, and I take to myself no special credit 
for my conduct as a town boy; for, like the majority I foraged 
among neighboring orchards and melon patches, rode horses when 
I was able to catch them grazing on the commons. I would not 
like to admit any greater crimes, though anything may be implied 
in the confession that I was quite as bad, though no worse, than 
the ordinary everyday boy who goes barefoot, wears a brimless 
hat, one suspender, and a mischievous smile.” 

In the fall of 1850 the Codys moved again, this time to Long 
Grove, three miles southwest of Walnut Grove, and here Isaac 
again found employment breaking prairie for Col. Brackenridge. 
Col. Barnes has many reminiscences of the occasions when Col. 
Brackenridge and Isaac Cody came to Le Claire during 1850 and 
1851 to pay friendly or professional calls to his father’s notary 
public office. 

It was in 1851 during the Long Grove sojourn that tragedy 
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cast its shadow across the Cody threshold. Samuel, ten years of 
age and, it is written, “the pride of his parents,’ was killed by a 
vicious unbroken colt which he attempted to ride out after the 
cattle. No one was witness to the accident, the crushed body of 
the boy being found after a search. Sam Cody lies buried in the 
Long Grove Cemetery under a stone erected many years later, in 
the ’80’s, by his brother William.” This tragedy left William, 
then six, as the oldest son of the family. It was only six years 
later that a second tragedy, the untimely death of Isaac, left the 
Cody household fatherless; and William at twelve years of age 
became, perforce, the “man” of the family. 

The westward urge in the heart of Isaac Cody was not 
quenched by the experiences of 1850, and by 1852 he had defi- 
nitely reached a decision of far-reaching consequences—to emi- 
grate to the Kansas border. Doubtless there were many factors 
which induced Isaac to make the change. It is known that his 
wife was unhappy at Long Grove since the death of Samuel, 
and was anxious to leave. The move had long been urged by 
Elijah Cody, brother of Isaac, who lived at Weston, Missouri, 
not far from the Kansas line. In addition it is clear that a life 
as an Iowa farmer was neither an easy one for Cody nor one 
much to his taste. Times were hard and money so scarce that 
the necessities of life could commonly be secured only by barter. 
Nor could Cody increase the slender income wrung from the 
farm by working on the river, as did many of his neighbors, in- 
cluding Dennis Barnes, who shipped out as steamboat mate dur- 
ing seasons that were otherwise non-lucrative. 

This time the plans of Isaac Cody did not fall through. In 
April, 1852, he again made ready to emigrate, and, pending the 
coming of favorable weather, he moved his family down to 
Le Claire to stay with his friends, the Barneses. Col. Barnes, 
at the time in his tenth year, tells us that his chum, Billy Cody, 
was then a dark handsome boy, taller than himself though two 
years younger, who had inherited all of his father’s fondness 
for riding horses and caring for them, and who could at this age 
handle a team as well as a full-grown man. 


By June the grass was up on the prairies, and without further 


5Col. Barnes states that the grave stone i 3 Cod 
place in the Long Grove Cemetary is erron cone Mate Mig: 


eously dated 1854 instead of 1851, 2 
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ado Isaac packed his belongings into a buckboard; Mrs. Cody 
with May, still a baby in arms, and the excited youngsters, 
climbed into the hack that was to carry them so far; .goodbys 
were said; and the Codys set out down the river road, Isaac 
driving the buckboard and Billy the hack. The momentous step 
had been taken, Le Claire was left behind. Isaac Cody was 
again pioneering. 

At Davenport the little procession left the valley and struck 
out across the prairies, then “a great stretch of uninhabited 
wilderness’ reaching all the way from the Mississippi River to 
the Missouri. Having followed the Codys thus far, to the close 
of the Le Claire chapter, we leave them—trailing westward into 
new country, eagerly confronting the future, one that was des- 
tined to be more eventful and more charged with fortunes both 
good and bad, than their imaginations in their most daring flights 
could possibly have anticipated. 


A CURT TAX NOTICE 


I have been dunning every person within the limits of the city 
corporation for the last two or three months for their taxes, until 
I have got heartily tired. I will indulge until next Monday week, 
after which time I will proceed to collect. It is not my wish to 
distress any individual for the purpose of coercing payment—but 
our streets need improving; and I must collect, or be censured for 
not having discharged my duties as an officer. As well as collect- 
ing the tax already assessed, I will be compelled to levy and col- 
lect a poll tax. Those concerned will please be prepared. 

Joun H. Garricugs, 
Collector City Tax. 

Burlington, August 18, 1838. 

—lIowa Territorial Gazette, Burlington, I. T., August 25, 1838. 
(In the Newspaper Division of the Historical, Memorial and 
Art Department of Iowa.) 


T. J. FITZPATRICK. 


Thomas Jefferson Fitzpatrick was born April 2, 1868, in Centerville, Towa. 
His advanced education was acquired at Wesleyan University, 1889; State Uni- 
versity of Towa, 1889-95, B. Se., 1893; M. Sr., 1895; University of Chicago; Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. His present occupation is that of a teacher and curator at 
the University of Nebraska, Besides being a teacher he has also been a civil 
engineer and a publisher, He is a member of some thirty scientific and educa- 
tional associations, has been a prolific writer, principally along botanical lines, 
but had also written on engineering and on history and biography. His hun- 
dreds of articles have appeared on the proceedings of various scientific societies, 
in the American Journal of Science, the American Botanist, the Iowa Journal 
of History and Politics, the ANNALS oF Iowa, and in other publications, as well 
as many being published separately, In 1911 he wrote Rafjinesque, a sketch of 
His Life with Bibliography, 241 pages, published by the Historical Department 
of Iowa. He recently wrote The Place-names of Appanoose County, Iowa, pub- 
lished in American Speech, : 


THE PLACE-NAMES OF LEE COUNTY, IOWA 


By T. J. Frrzpatrricx 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. 


Lee county lies in the southeastern corner of the state of Iowa, 
in the angle between the Des Moines and Mississippi rivers. It 
lies south of Henry and Des Moines counties and east of Van 
Buren County and the state of Missouri. Because of its situation 
Lee County is somewhat irregular in outline. It is approxi- 
mately five sided, the Skunk, Mississippi, and Des Moines rivers 
marking the limits on three sides or more than three-fourths of 
the entire boundary of the county. For fifteen miles Lee County 
overlaps the state of Missouri and consequently it is the most 
southern of the counties of Iowa. The area is approximately 511 
square miles. The length from north to south is 30 miles and 
from east to west 31 miles. 

Lee County was created by an act of the First Legislative As- 
sembly of Wisconsin Territory, approved December 7, 1836, 
with rather indefinite boundaries. The first election was held 
April 3, 1837. It was organized and the boundaries re-estab- 
lished by an act of the Second Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin 
Territory with the seat of justice at Fort Madison. The present 
boundaries were established by the First Legislative Assembly 
of Iowa Territory, by an act approved January 23, 1839. 

‘In the January, 1841, meeting of the Board of County Com- 
missioners most of the various townships were created and 
named and the boundaries established. 

Settlement began in 1796 on the site of Montrose. The Indians 
relinquished possession in 1833 (June 1), prior to which there 
were few settlers but afterward immigration rapidly proceeded. 

In the fall of 1836 the settlers of the unorganized district held 
a meeting on John Gaines’ claim by the forks of the road six 
miles west of Keokuk. This meeting discussed the expediency 
of forming a new territory and proposed suitable names for the 
county. The names considered were Lee, Rapids, and Sprigg.* 

According to Dr. Isaac Galland, Lee County was named after 


1Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 9; History of Lee County, 1879, p. 3388. 


14 ANNALS OF IOWA 


William E. Lee of the New York Land Company of Albany, 
New York. This company extensively operated in Lee County 
and Doctor Galland was the local agent. The claim has been 
made that the county was named for Lieutenant Robert E. Lee 
who surveyed the Des Moines Rapids, frequently given as in 
1834, but according to Nicollet in 1838.° General Lee disclaimed 
any knowledge of the claim being true and it probably is not. 
During the Civil War the names of the counties of Iowa were dis- 
cussed by the legislature and had it been known that any of them 
were supposedly unpatriotically named they would have been re- 
named. Albert M. Lea, also of the Confederate Army, after whom 
Albert Lea, Minnesota, was named, explored Iowa and published 
a book about the new country in 1836, claimed in after years that 
Lee County was named for him, the spelling being a clerical 
error. His claim, however, was disputed by General A. C. 
Dedge, Judge Edward Johnstone, and Hon. Daniel F. Miller, 
men who doubtless knew. Isaac Galland claimed that it was pro- 
pesed to name the county after him but he waived the offer aside 
in favor of his New York friend. Albert M. Lea claimed he was 
present at the legislature when the bill was passed organizing 
the county and that the name was Lea in the original bill.” The 
different claims may be reconciled or explained on the theory that 
the name of the person honored was not discussed and each mem- 
ber of the legislature who gave it any thought naturally supposed 
his particular friend was in mind. Also three different territorial 
legislatures, the first and second Wisconsin and the first Lowa, 


passed the organizing act with variations, thus adding to the con- 
fusion. 


Au-wrpe-rtuK. A white man’s approximation to the Sac and Fox 
Indian name for the commencement of the falls or cascades in the Mis- 
sissippi River in the vicinity of Nashville. The Indian name means be- 
ginning of the falls, hence locally descriptive. The pioneer village at 
this place was for a time given the Indian name. Galland, in his Iowa 


Emigrant, 1840, p. 32, gives the name as Akwipetuk, possibly a typo- 
graphical error. 


Auten. The name of a rural school at the cross highways on the 
east side of section 7 of Des Moines Township, about a mile west of the 
village of Argyle. The school was named for W. S. Allen, a native of 


2Nicollet Report, 1848, p. 24. 
8History of Lee County, 1879, pp. 414-15. 
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Mason County, Kentucky, who came to Lee County, Iowa, in 1856 and 
became the owner of the land on which the schoolhouse was built. W. S. 
Allen died in the fall of 1865 and the farm passed to his son, William 
W. Allen, also a native of Mason County, Kentucky, born Febru- 
ary 17, 1843.4 

Ameprose. The name of a rural school in the southern part of sec- 
tion 7 of Montrose Township, about four miles west of the village of 
Montrose. The schoolhouse was apparently named after the pioneer 
place Ambrosia situated at the crossroads about one-half mile west of 
the schoolhouse. The name of the school should be Ambrosia, not the 
present, corrupt form. 


Amsrosia. A pioneer place at the crossroads in the southwestern 
part of section 7 of Montrose Township. Ambrosia was the meeting 
place of the electors of Ambrosia Township where the first election was 
held in 1841. The place was still marked by Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 84. 
Ambrosia is the feminine form of the Greek word ambrosios, lengthened 
form of ambrotos, meaning immortal, divine, by implication very beau- 
tiful; ambrosia in Greek and Roman mythology being the immortality- 
giving food of the gods. As a p’ace-name Ambrosia is very rare if not 
unique. Saint Ambrose (340-397) was one of the celebrated fathers of 
the church. 

The post office of Ambrosia, Iowa, was established August 15, 1840, 
with George W. Gee, postmaster, and discontinued April 13, 1842. It 
was re-established January 27, 1852, with John Darrah, postmaster, who 
was succeeded by John Denison, October 28, 1852. The office was finally 
discontinued May 21, 1857. 


Ameprosta. The name of a township which was created in January, 
1841, by order of the Board of County Commissioners. It comprised the 
fractional part of township 66 north, ranges 4, 5, and 6 west. Ambrosia 
was named as the place for the first meeting of the electors. In July, 
1841, the Board of County Commissioners divided Ambrosia Township 
with the creation of Montrose Township. On August 4, 1842, the county 
commissioners renamed the western half of old Ambrosia Township 
(which still bore the name Ambrosia) Des Moines, after the near-by 
river. Ambrosia Township received its name from its pioneer hamlet, 
Ambrosia.® 


Arcytse. A station on the Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fé Railway 
given on some maps as in the southern part of section 8 of Des Moines 
Township, at the cross highways. The correct location is at the cross 
highways on the western side of section 9. About ten places in the 
United States have the name Argyle, all of which directly or indirectly 
derive their names from the County Argyle on the west side of Scotland. 

The post office of Argyle, Iowa, was established March 15, 1888, with 


4Portrait and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887, p. 3892. 
5History Lee County, 1879, pp. 452-53. 
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the appointment of Thomas Moore, postmaster. His successors were 
Miss Clara Washburn, July 14, 1891; Joseph A. Silvers, October 22, 
1891; Annie S. W. Pflitgerstofer, February 8, 1893; and Vandale Marsh, 
October 16, 1923, the present postmaster. 

AsuiANnp. The name of a rural school on the west side of section 25 
of Montrose Township. The name apparently is for the native ash 
groves in the vicinity. 

Avure. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, in the northeastern 
part of section 12 of West Point Township. Later the name was 
changed to Edwards. The station was apparently named Atlee after 
John C. Atlee, a pioneer resident of Lee County. He came to Fort 
Madison in 1836, lived from 1841 to 1852 on a farm by Little Cedar 
Creek, Cedar Township, twenty-four miles from the city of Fort Madi- 
son. Returning to Fort Madison in 1852 he made his life work in the 
manufacture of lumber, in which he was very successful.6 He was also 
an active promoter of railroad construction. He was born in Maryland, 
March 22, 1816.7 

Aveusra. The name of the bridge over Skunk River in the north- 
eastern part of section 26 of Denmark Township, near the village of 
Augusta, Des Moines County, from which it receives its name. (See 
South Augusta.) . 


Baruncer. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad 
near the southwestern corner of fractional section 30 (on the west bank 
of the Mississippi River) of Montrose Township. It was named for 
F. Ballinger, a pioneer resident and landowner of the vicinity, on whose 
farm the railway and station were located.§ 

Becx. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad on 
the south side of section 16 of Jefferson Township. It is also known as 
Beck Siding and Beck’s Siding. The place was named for J. M. Beck 
who owned the southwest quarter of section 16, the site being in the 
southeastern corner of his farm.2 The United States soil map, 1916, 
locates the station on the north side of section 21. Joseph Marcus Beck 
was a native of Clermont County, Ohio, born April 21, 1823. He came to 
Lee County, Iowa, in 1847. He was a justice of the Supreme Court of 
Iowa, 1868-1891, and was four times chief justice, 1872-3, 1879, 1885, 
-and 1891.1° He was president of the Fort Madison, Farmington & 
Western Railroad Company, active in its promotion, now a part of the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system. 

Betrasr. <A station on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway 
(the old Des Moines Valley Railroad) by the Des Moines River, in the 


6Portrait aid Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887 

‘Biog. Review of Lee Co., 1905, p. 13. vee 
Sdndreas’ Atlas, 1874, Pp. 84. 

%Tbid., p. 80. 
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southwestern part of the west section 1 of Des Moines Township, the 
site being located on the Walsh heirs’ estate.11 The place was doubtless 
directly or indirectly named for Belfast, in the County of Antrim, 
Ireland. The United States soil map, 1916, gives the station on the 
railway in the southeastern part of section 2. The name Belfast is 
probably from the Gaelic Bel-feirsde, the fort of the far sept (clan) or 
sand-bank. Belfast, county seat of Waldo county, Maine, is the most 
important place in the United States with this name. Other places are 
villages in Arkansas, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee. 

The post office of Belfast, Iowa, was established June.17, 1858, with 
Joshua F. Hancock, postmaster. His successors were: Anthony Longer, 
October 30, 1863; and J. R. Cox, June 15, 1871, under whom the office 
was discontinued, April 28, 1873. The office was re-established, Au- 
gust 11, 1874, with Jesse M. Matthews, postmaster. His successors were: 
Albert A. Banta, January 17, 1883; Jesse W. Matthews, May 27, 1884; 
James P. Starr, August 25, 1892; Charles H. Davidson, January 31, 1894; 
Henry Rider, March 21, 1895; James P. Starr, May 5, 1898; Celona B. 
Monks, April 10, 1905; Henry Rider, November 24, 1906; Margaret B. 
Stanton, January 7, 1919; and George W. Schenk, April 17, 1922, under 
whom the office was discontinued, October 31, 1925. 

Bensow. A station on the Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in the center of 
section 7 of Washington Township. It was named for J. W. Benbow, 
a landowner, on whose farm the station was located. The platted vil- 
lage, however, is over the highway east from the farm.” 

Brenton. The name of a rural school at the forks of the highway 
on the south side of section 2 of Jefferson Township, about three miles 
west of the city of Fort Madison. This and the following school were 
doubtless so named by admirers of Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), 
for many years (1821-1851) senator from Missouri, a man very promi- 
nent in political activities. 

Benron. The name of a rural school on the west side of section 8 
of Harrison Township, about three miles northwest of Primrose. 

Beritry. The name of a rural school on the east side of section 20 
of Harrison Township, two miles west of the village of Primrose. It 
was apparently so named as a compliment to the German settlers in 
the vicinity. 

Bic Brower. The locally descriptive name for a bridge over a little 
yun in the southwest central part of section 21 of Montrose Township.'* 
The unusual size of the bridge suggested the name. 

Bia Devitt Creex. The name given to the creek formed by the con- 
fluence of Sugar Creek and Little Devil Creek near the middle of sec- 
tion 15 of Jefferson Township, running southeast to the sloughs of the 


Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 88. 
127 bid., p. 44. 
131 bid., p. 84. ee at ae 
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Mississippi River in the southeast corner of section 23 of the same town- 
ship. On some of the early maps the name is Manitou Creek. The name, 
as usually given, is derived from the Sac and Fox Indian name of the 
stream, Mon-i-tou-ke-suth, evil spirit. This was translated as Devil 
Creek and the prefix “Big” added by way of contradistinction to one of 
the branches named in the same way as Little Devil Creek.14 The Sac 
and Fox Indian name is also given as Che-wa-lis-ki Man-i-tou Se-po, 
Evil Spirit River, and the transition to Devil Creek is easy. “It takes 
its name of Manitou, or Devil Creek, from its impetuosity in freshet, 
and from its quicksands and rafts which render it frequently difficult of 
passage. It is very uneven in its supply of water, having almost no 
current in dry weather.”!® 

Bic Lake. The locally descriptive name to an oblong lake, the rem- 
nant of a river slough, on the eastern side of Green Bay Township, in 
sections 18, 25, and 24,16 

Bic Mounp. An inland place at the common corner of sections 19, 
20, 29, and 30 of Cedar Township. A store and post office were early 
established. The place was named after a big mound in the vicinity.’ 
The name, Big Mound, was given to the vicinity by the pioneers before 
there was a village projected. 

The post office of Big Mound, Iowa, was established March 12, 1852, 
with Marcus Gill, postmaster. His successors with their appointments 
were: Eli H. Heaton, June 11, 1853; William Perdeu, July 25, 1854; 
John Riggs, March 8, 1855; Marcus Gill, June 27, 1855; C. B. Washburn, 
December 9, 1856; Iona Coflindoffer, April 24, 1857; Andrew Jackson 
Shaw, April 30, 1861; Johnson Davies, September 3, 1862; Jane Coffin- 
doffer, September 12, 1863; John Sivil, April 24, 1866; Mary J. Mont- 
gomery, December 20, 1866; Charles F. Blair, April 20, 1868; Henry V. 
Kvans, July 7, 1871; H. W. Wright, September 25, 1877; Helen M. Sivil, 
September 30, 1878; John Sivil, December 29, 1888. The office was dis- 
continued March 31, 1903. 

Bie Stoven. A locally descriptive name for an arm or bayou of the 
Mississippi River in the southeastern part of Jefferson Township, run- 
ning between Lower Castro and Nickerson islands. 

Bie Stoven. A locally descriptive name for a bayou of the Missis- 
sippi River, on the east side of Green Bay Township, running from 
near the mouth of Skunk River southwestward about three ‘miles to the 
Mississippi River.!§ 

Brcn. The name of a rural school in the southeastern part of 
section 27 of Charleston Township, about a mile and a half south of the 


village of Charleston. It was apparently so named from the grove of 
birch (Betula nigra) trees in the vicinity. 
UIbid., p. 9. 


15Notes on Wisconsin Territory, t é 
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Bionpeat. The name of a street in the city of Keokuk. It was 
named for Maurice Blondeau, an early French settler in the vicinity. 

Buoopy Run. The name of a small creek emptying into the Missis- 
sippi River within the corporate limits of the city of Keokuk.19 

Buurr Swine. A locally descriptive name for a station on the old 
Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy) Railroad in the northeastern corner of section 20 of Washing- 
ton Township. 

Boston. See New Boston. 

Bripcevorr. The name of a bridge over Skunk River near the center 
of section 7 of Denmark Township. The name is locally descriptive. 


Bricker. A station on the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé Railway 
in or near section 29 of Jefferson Township. The place was apparently 
named for J. EK. Bricker, an early and large landowner in the vicinity. 


Brown’s Tavern. A pioneer inn on the divide and on the northeast 
side of the cross highways in the southeastern part of section 8 of 
Montrose Township. It was apparently named for C. Brown, the owner 
of the land.?° The place is in the immediate vicinity of Mount Clara. 

Brusrau Creek. The name of a small stream near the upper side 
of the early village of Keokuk. It was named for Peter Bruseau, a 
Frenchman, who dwelt in a log cabin by the stream.?? 

Buena Visra. A place near the Des Moines River, on the Chicago, 
Rock Island & Pacific Railway on the west side of section 34 of Jackson 
Township, immediately west of the environs of the city of Keokuk. The 
name is Spanish for beautiful view, and is locally descriptive. 

Burrarp. A station on the old Chicago, Burlington & Kansas City 
Railroad (now a part of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system) in 
the northeast central part of section 12 of Jefferson Township. The 
name is also given as Bullards. The place was named after James 
Bullard who, with his father, Theophilus, was a pioneer and resident 
of the vicinity.22. The United States soil map, 1916, locates the station 
on the east side of section 11. 

Burron Brancn. A small stream rising in the northern part of 
section 23 of Harrison Township, runs southwest through the village 
of Primrose to a west branch of Sugar Creek, known as Little Sugar 
Creek, in the northern or northeastern part of section 27 of the same 
township.23 The name is doubtless for the button-bush (Cephalanthus 
occidentalis) which grows along the stream. 


Camarco. The name of a pioneer post office established, January 15, 
1852, later changed to Vincennes, which see. The name directly or in- 
directly derives from Camargo, a village in the province of Santander, 


19History of Lee Co., 1879, pp. 328-24, 835. 

20Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 84. tie 
21History of Lee County, 1879, p. 498. : 
22Portrait and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887, p. 412, PA iat, 
23Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, pp. 64, 69, ey a 
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lying on the north coast of Spain. A town with the name Camargo is 
near the Rio Grande in the northeastern part of Mexico. Villages or 
hamlets with the name occur in Illinois, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and 
Tennessee. 

Cammacxvitte. An early post office in the southwestern part of 
section 12 of Cedar Township.2! Andreas spells the name with one “mu 
The office was named after a local resident. At least three landowners 
with the name Cammack lived in the near vicinity in sections 5 and 8 
of Marion Township.25 

The post office of Cammackville, lowa, was established November 8, 
1869, with Moses A. Conklin, postmaster. He was succeeded by C. A. 
Wolf, April 7, 1875, the last postmaster. The name of the office was 
changed to White Lane, May 10, 1875, and discontinued, May 31, 1876. 

Cepar. This township lies in the northwest corner of Lee County, 
west of Marion and north of Harrison townships. It comprises con- 
gressional township 69 north, range 7 west. Settlement began about 
1836. The township was sectionized in 1837 and the land placed on the 
market in 1838-39. It was named for the Little Cedar Creek which 
courses through the township. The township was created on petition by 
order of the Board of County Commissioners at the regular meeting 
in July, 1844, as a partition of old Harrison Township. 

Center. A rural school at the cross highways in the northwest corner 
of section 22 of Cedar Township has this name.. The name is locally 
descriptive as the schoolhouse is in the geographical center of the town- 
ship, being three miles from each of the four sides. 


Cuarteston. This township lies in the west central part of Lee 
County, south of Franklin, west of Jefferson, north of Des Moines, and 
east of Van Buren townships. It comprises congressional township 67 
north, range 6 west. Settlement began along Sugar Creek in 1834. The 
township was created on petition by the Board of County Commis- 
sioners at the regular session held in January, 1844, the east and west 
halves being partitions respectively from the original townships of 
Jefferson and Van Buren.26 The township was probably named after 
Charleston, South Carolina. This southern city was formerly called 
Charles Town and was so named in honor of Charles II of England. 


Cuarieston. A village in the east central part of section 22 of 
Charleston Township on the old Keokuk & Northwestern (now the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad. It was laid out by Jacob 
Hupford, March 5, 1849, long before the advent of the railway. ‘The 
village was doubtless named after the township in which it is situated, 
created in 1844 


The post office of Charleston, Iowa, was established under the name 


24Tbid., p. 20. 
25]bid., p. 24. : 
26History of Lee County, 1879, p. 453. \ 
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of Prairie House, a locally descriptive name, March 39, 1843, with Rob- 
ert B. Robinson, postmaster. His successors were: Woodville M. An- 
drews, January 14, 1846; Godfrey Eichhom, August 10, 1848; and John 
Boreland, May 14, 1849. The name of the office was changed to Charles- 
ton, May 1, 1859, with the appointment of James T. Blair, postmaster. 
His successors were: John Crippin, April 18, 1853; Peter M. London, 
November 2, 1857; George W. Browning, April 20, 1861; Aaron Ball, 
October 12, 1866; Peter M. Lowdon, January 18, 1867; George W. 
Browning, January 12, 1869; Charles W. McHughe, March 22, 1869; 
J. D. Anderson, September 15, 1871; William M. Bassett, January 10, 
1876; Archie Vermazen, December 31, 1885; William M. Bassett, 
March 28, 1889; Gawen R. Wolfenbarger, July 12, 1889; Archie Ver- 
mazen, July 25, 1893; and Louis A. Bassett, August 21, 1897, the present 
postmaster. 

Cuiay’s Grove. A pioneer locality in Marion Township?’ where the 
first store for the township was kept by Mr. Harlan, opened as early as 
1838. In 1879 the post office was in the southeastern part of section 29 
with J. A. Williamson, storekeeper and postmaster.2* A church and two 
or three farm dwellings still indicate the vicinity. The post office known 
as Clay’s Grove was established January 6, 1857, with Wesley Harrison, 
postmaster. His successors were: Josiah R. Lunn, October 7, 1857; 
William W. Robertson, March 15, 1858; Kdward Courtright, October 22, 
1860; James Hallowell, December 2, 1861. The office was discontinued, 
March 18, 1863. It was re-established, January 20, 1868, with Berry 
Wilcoxson, and he was succeeded by John A. Williamson, January 5 
1872, who served until the office was finally discontinued, May 21, 1892. 

Corumsra. The name of a rural school near the cross highways on 
the west side of section 13 of Van Buren Township, nearly half way 
between Croton and Donnellson. 


Connasiers. A station on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific (the 
old Des Moines Valley) Railway in the northeast corner of section 3 
of Des Moines Township. It was named for Albert Lee Connable, a 
prominent landowner of the vicinity,** and a leading business man of 
Keokuk.?”? He was born in Massachusetts, August 10, 1811, came to 
Towa in 1842, and to Lee County in 1849.°. He died April 15, 1894, 


Corronwoop. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des 
Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, on the east 
side of section 10 of Cedar Township. It was doubtless named after a 
grove of cottonwood (Populus deltoides) trees in the vicinity. 

The post office of Cottonwood, Iowa, was established September 15, 
1882, with John W. Middaugh, postmaster. His successors were: Jacob 


27Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 24. 

23History of Lee County, 1879, p. 805. 

294ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 88. 

30Portrait and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887, p. 427. 

31Biog. Review of Lee Co., 1905, p. 476. ‘ 
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R. Syphers, September 4, 1888; Frank Schubert, July 28, 1892; Joseph 
FB. Freetly, July 6, 1898; Lizzie Freetly, April 27, 1901; Frank Schubert, 
March 31, 1903; and L. F. Gaibel, April 4, 1914, the present postmaster. 

Courrricut. The name of a post office established March 28, 1881, 
later changed to Mount Hamill, which see. The name of the office was 
in honor of Archibald L. Courtright, a prominent citizen of Lee County 
and the former owner of the land on which the village of Hamill is 
situated.*? 

Croton. A village on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, in 
the southwestern part of section 20 of Van Buren Township, on the 
Des Moines River, opposite Athens, Clark County, Missouri. It was 
laid out by Lewis Coon, July 3, 1849. The Iowa village was doubtless 
named for Croton River or the village, Croton Falls, Westchester 
County, New York, on its banks. Croton Falls was named for the river. 
The Croton River was named for an Indian chief whose name is vari- 
ously given as Kenoton, Knoten, or Noton, meaning “the wind.” 

The post office of Croton, Iowa, was established January 15, 1852, 
with the appointment of Joseph B. Stewart, postmaster. His successors 
were: G. C. Beaman, September 6, 1852; Ensign B. Wells, March 20, 
1854; Ellsworth B. Northrup, July 23, 1862; Samuel Saltsgaver, Janu- 
ary 2, 1863; Minerva Briggs, August 29, 1870; Otto H. Saltzgaver, 
October 21, 1896; Adaline Harlan, July 11, 1901; Winfield Scott, May 5, 
1919; Adaline Harlan, December 20, 1910; Viola A. Batten, April 6, 
1912; Winfield Scott, December 13, 1915; and Adaline Saltzgaver, Octo- 
ber 25, 1917, the present postmaster. 


Deeps. The name of a small creek which rises in the southeastern 
part of section 19 of Denmark Township and runs northeast to Skunk 


River in section 8. The stream was named for Epps Deeds who owned 
land along: it.%8 


Denmark. This township lies on the northeast side of Lee County, 
south of the Skunk River, west of Green Bay, north of Washington, and 
east of Pleasant Ridge townships. It comprises the fractional part of 
congressional township 69 north, range 4 west, which lies south of the 
Skunk River. Settlement began in 1833 with John O. Smith, who settled 
in the vicinity of the site of Denmark, later becoming its postmaster. 
Apparently the township was named after its pioneer village, Denmark. 
The civil township was created by order of the Board of County Com- 
missioners at the regular January meeting, 1841. The original area of 
the township was fractional township 69 north, range 4 west, west of 
the north and south line dividing sections 33 and 34, and fractional 
township 69 north, range 5 west, thus including the area later known 
as Pleasant Ridge Township. At the regular meeting in January, 1843, 


824ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 20; i 
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the Board of County Commissioners re-established the township with 
its present limits. 


Denmark. A pioneer, inland town, the site of which comprised about 
a section, laid out around the common corner of sections 28, 29, 32, and 
33 of Denmark Township. The village site was platted in 1836 and 
was named by John Edwards who was on a visit from New Hampshire. 
The eariy settlers about the village were from New Hampshire, most of 
whom came in 1835-36. The present village is mostly confined to sec- 
tions 28 and 29. The name is doubtless directly or indirectly for the 
kingdom in Europe. 

The post office of Denmark, Iowa, was established, April 7, 1846, 
with the appointment of Reuben Brackett, postmaster. His successors 
were: Hartwell J. Taylor, March 31, 1849; Edwin Alvord, January 17, 
1854; John D. Smith, December 10, 1857; Earl D. Alvord, December 6, 
1858; Joseph EK. Ingalls, November 14, 1859; Earl D. Alvord, January 23, 
1860; Joseph EK. Ingalls, May 10, 1861; John O. Smith, June 30, 1875; 
George L. Epps, March 19, 1880; Edward Whitmarsh, November 20, 
1883; William H. Babcock, July 10, 1886; Joseph E. Ingalls, Decem- 
ber 20, 1888; Cynthia A. Smith, July 25, 1893; William N. Blackinton, 
February 17, 1899; and Charles W. Flint, September 14, 1914, the pres- 
ent postmaster. 

Denver. The name given in Andreas’ Atlas of Iowa, 1875, for the 
post office in the southeastern part of section 8 of Franklin Township. 
Apparently a typographical error for Dover, the correct name. 


Drs Moines. This township lies on the southwest side of Lee County, 
south of Charleston and west of Montrose townships and east and north 
of the Des Moines River. It comprises the fractional part of congres- 
sional township 66 north, range 6 west, which lies east of the Des 
Moines River, with small additions on the south and west sides. The 
township was named after the Des Moines River which forms most of 
the boundary of the west and south sides. The township was given its 
present name on August 4, 1842, at a special meeting of the Board of 
County Commissioners. The previous name was Ambrosia. 

Drs Moryes. The Des Moines River forms the southwestern boun- 
dary of Lee County, separating it from the state of Missouri. It enters 
the Mississippi River at the southern point of the county, near the vil- 
lage of Buena Vista, about three miles southwest of the city of Keokuk. 

The origin of the name of the river according to Nicollet is as 
follows: Marquette and Joliet found the settlements of Illinois Indians 
in the vicinity. The Indian name of the settlements was Mouin-gouinas, 
or Moingona, as usually designated on old maps. This name is a corrup- 
tion of the Algonquian Mikonang, meaning “at the road.” This was an 
allusion to the road between the head of the rapids of the Mississippi 
River and their settlements on the Des Moines River. This name 
Moingona was adopted by the French explorers who shortened it to 
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la riviere des Moins (the river of the Moins). Aller chez les Moins, 
to go to the Moins (people). Later the name was associated with oss 
Trappist Monks (Moines de la Trappe) who dwelt on the Indian 
mounds of the American bottom. This caused riviére des Moins to be 
read riviere des Moines which in English became the Des Moines River.“ 

“Drs Mors. This name was given to this stream by the French 
traders, and it is interpreted ‘The Monks’ River.’ The [approximate 
Fox] Indian name, however, is ‘Ke-o-shaw-qua; the origin of which 
they account for, as follows, to wit: They say, that when their ances- 
tors first explored this country, they found, residing on the bank of the 
river, an old man without family or human companion, and that his 
name was Ke-o-shaw-qua; hence they called it Keoshawqua’s river. The 
French seem also to have had a view to the same circumstance, when 
regarding this lonely inhabitant as a recluse, they named it (La riviere 
Des Moines,) or “The river of Monks’.”*° 


Des Mornes Rapins. The name given on Lea’s map (1836) and 
Nicollet’s map (1843) to the rapids in the Mississippi River by the site 
of Nashville, later known as Galland. The Sac and Fox Indian name 
of the falls was Ah-wi-pe-tuk. The Des Moines Rapids were so named 
because they are situated near the mouth of the Des Moines River, ex- 
tending from Keokuk to Montrose, a distance of about eleven miles. 


Dryi Creek. See Big Devil Creek and Little Devil Creek. 
Doanrown. See Russellville. 


Donneuison. A village in the southwestern part of section 33 and 
extending into section 32 of Franklin Township, at the junction of the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad with the old Keokuk & North- 
western (now also a part of the Burlington system). The fair grounds 
for Lee County were located in the vicinity in 1870 and adjoin the north 
side of the village site. The village was named for William A. Donnell, 
the leading citizen of the vicinity, who platted the village in 1871. He 
was born near Greensboro, Guilford County, North Carolina, March 21, 
1816. He became a resident of Lee County in 1838 or 1839. In 1842 he 
was sergeant-at-arms of the Iowa Senate, later deputy sheriff of Lee 
County, and in 1872-1874 a member of the Board of County Super- 
visors.86 

The post office of Donnellson, Iowa, was established December 8, 1871, 
with William R. Donnell, postmaster. He was succeeded by Herman A. 
Kymann, December 12, 1876; John B. Weir, December 22, 1876; William 
P. Davis, November 14, 1881; George W. Mattern, January 8, 1883; 
Herman A. Eymann, March 15, 1883; Adam Wiegner, January 18, 1886; 
Lewis M. Walters, November 26, 1889; Lewis Walter, December 13, 
1889; William E. Bell, December 7, 1893; Henry A. Wykoff, January 12, 

84Nicollet’s Report, 1843, pp. 22-23. 
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18$4; Lew Walter, December 31, 1897; Chris Haffner, August 17, 1914; 
and Clara Bentzinger, February 16, 1925, the present postmaster. 

Andreas Atlas, 1874, p. 60, gives the early post office as Donnell, 
which name is apparently unofficial. 

Dover. A former rural post office in the southeast corner of section 8 
of Franklin Township, at the crossroads. It was probably named for 
Dover, Delaware. Some of the early settlers were from New Jersey, 
near Dover. 

The previous name of the post office was Tuscarora which was 
changed to Dover, January 6, 1853, with the appointment of Edward A. 
Dickey, postmaster. The successors were: Mrs. Barbara Dickey, ap- 
pointed November 15, 1864; and Mary R. Dickey, June 1, 1896. The 
office was discontinued, August 15, 1903. 

Dry Crrex. A small stream rising in section 29 of Washington 
Township, runs south through the western addition of Fort Madison 
to the Mississippi River, a short distance east of Shopton. The name 
is locally descriptive of the stream, there being no running water 
except during or shortly after rain. 

Duronr Powner Worxs. These works are located in or near the 
northwestern part of section 16 of Jackson Township, about four miles 
northwest of the city of Keokuk, and connected by a spur with the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. The name is for the company 
which owns the property. 

Easr Cepar. The name of a rural school at the cross highways in 
the southwest corner of section 3 of Cedar Township. The name is 
locally descriptive as the school is in Cedar Township and east of 
Little Cedar Creek. The school is also at the headwaters of the east 
branch of Little Cedar Creek. 

Epwarps. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, in the northeastern 
part of section 12 of West Point Township. It was apparently named 
for Joseph Edwards, a landowner in the vicinity.87 An older name of 
the place was Atlee. 

Fairview. The name of a rural school in the northwestern part of 
section 21 of Montrose Township. As the school is out of the woods 
and on the open prairie the name is locally descriptive. 

Fairview. A locally descriptive name for a rural school on_ the 
east side of section 2 of Harrison Township, about three miles north- 
east of Primrose. As the school is on the high ground of the prairie 
the name is appropriate. 

Forr Des Moines. A fort erected in 1834 on the Mississippi River 
on or near the site of Montrose and in the vicinity of the Des Moines 
Rapids, presumably after which it was named. Lea’s Notes, 1836, 


37Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 56. 
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p. 35, says: “Fort Des Moines. There is good landing here, a fine 
site for a town, and some good farming lands around. Being situated 
just at the head of the rapids, it is the most convenient place for the 
larger boats to change their freight to and from the smaller boats 
that take it over the rapids. It is said to have been the site of an old 
French village; and there are some remains of such a settlement. This 
spot is at present occupied by a detachment of the United States 
Dragoons; but it is probable that the post will soon be abandoned; 
and then it will be subject to occupation, as are other Half-breed 
lands.” His map marks the place as “Fort des Moines.” 

Forr Mapison. This city, one of the county seats of Lee County, is 
situated on the western (locally the northern) bank of the Mississippi 
River, covering the eastern portion of Madison Township. In 1805 
the United States government sent Lieutenant Z. M. Pike with troops 
to protect the country and to erect a fort. Most of his work was 
reconnoissance. In 1808 Zachary Taylor, afterwards president of the 
United States, established a military post by constructing a fort in the 
eastern part of the site of the present city. The post was named Fort 
Madison in honor of James Madison (1751-1836), then secretary of 
state and shortly afterwards president (1809-1817) of the United 
States. In 1813 the fort was abandoned and it was subsequently 
burned by the Indians. A chimney remained standing for many 
years and was known to trappers and navigators as the Lone Chimney. 
The approximate Sac and Fox Indian name (usually given) was 
Po-to-won-ock, meaning the place of fire. The city of Fort Madison 
began in the fall of 1832 with Peter Williams, a botanic physician, the 
first settler. Many settlers came in 1835 and 1836. The city was laid 
off and incorporated as a town, March 3, 1837, under an aét of Congress 
of July 2, 1836. It is claimed that a post office was established in 
1836 with James Douglass as postmaster. This office must have been 
an unofficial one, not uncommon with the early pioneers, or else with 
another name, as the post office of Fort Madison was not established 
until 1838 with J. I. Pheres, postmaster. The city of Fort Madison 
derives its name from the early military post established on its site.38 
Lea, Notes, 1836, p. 35 and map, gives the name Madison only to the 
place. On page 36 he says, “This place was laid out in lots in Novem- 
ber, 1835; the lots were immediately sold out, and building is now 
rapidly progressing.” 

The post office of Fort Madison, Iowa, was established October 18, 
1838, with the appointment of Johnston I, Pheres, postmaster. His 
successors were: Peter Miller, July 27, 1839; Robert A. Russell, July 
20, 1841; Thomas A. Walker, December 3, 1845; William Sample, April 
ie: sod Henry M. Salmon, April 14, 1853; Benedict Hugel, March 
25, 28015 William C. Hershberger, November 6, 1866; Rebecca Adams, 
April 3, 1867; Rebecca Fraley, January 8, 1873; James W. Frow, 
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THE PLACE-NAMES OF LEEK COUNTY 21 


December 17, 1874; C: A. Lisle, February 5, 1883; Charles Doerr, 
October 6, 1885; James H. Duffus, December 21, 1889; Nelson C. 
Roberts, May 18, 1893; Ethan L. Trevitt, July 27, 1897; Thomas P. 
Hollowell, February 19, 1906; Nelson C. Roberts, March 28, 1914; 
Gilbert Lee, January 1, 1922; and Dell P. Glazier, August 12, 1922, 
the present postmaster. 

Franxix. This township lies in the west central part of Lee 
County, south of Marion, west of West Point, north of Charleston, 
and east of Harrison townships. It comprises congressional township 
68 north, range 6 west. Franklin Township was laid out in 1836-7, 
sectionized in 1837, and the land placed on the market in 1838. The 
civil township was created by order of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners at the regular January meeting, 1841. The pioneer village, 
Franklin, was designated as the place for holding the first meeting of 
the township. The township received its name from its pioneer village 
founded in 1840. When created Franklin Township comprised con- 
gressional townships 68 and 69 north, range 6 west, thus including 
what is now known as Marion Township. It was reduced to its present 
area in April, 1841. 

Franxir. An inland village, mostly in the northeastern part of 
section 26 of Franklin Township, with a portion in section 23. “Frank- 
lin was laid out in the year 1840, March 21st, by order of the Board 
of County Commissioners, who met March 10th, 1840. It was the loca- 
tion selected by Jas. L. Scott and S. C. Reed to be the seat of justice 
for Lee County; the above-mentioned parties having been appointed 
by a special act of the legislature for that purpose. The land upon 
which the town is situated was donated for the purposes of a county 
seat by Johnson Chapman, John Brown, and Thomas Douglass.’?° 
The village was probably named directly for Franklin, Tennessee, and 
indirectly for Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), the philosopher and 
American statesman. 

A previous post office in the vicinity was known as Franklin Center. 
This was changed to Franklin, January 20, 1883, with the reappoint- 
ment of Christiana Rauscher, postmaster. Her successors were: Fred- 
erick Lang, February 7, 1887; George Vogt, Sen., October 14, 1893; 
Frederick Lang, March 12, 1898; Hugo P. Seyb, January 18, 1910, who 
served until the office was discontinued, February 14, 1920. 

Frankuin Crenrer. The locally descriptive name for the pioneer 
post office in Franklin Township. This office was established September 
28, 1843, with John Brown, postmaster. His successors were: Augus- 
tus Ehinger, April 14, 1853; Christian Rauscher, April 20, 1861; Christ- 
iana Rauscher, December 11, 1865, under whose incumbency the name 
of the office was changed to Franklin, January 20, 1883. 


Franxiin Srarion. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & 
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Quiney Railroad, in the southern part of section 35 of Franklin 'Town- 
ship. It receives its name from the older village of Franklin situated 
about two miles to the north. 

Frencu Creek. This stream rises on the east side of section 28 of 
Washington Township, runs south and southeast through the west side 
of the city of Fort Madison to the Mississippi River in the northern 
part of section 9 of Madison Township, by Atlee’s Mill lots.#° 

Frencu Istanp. A small island at the upper end of Big Slough, 
in the southeastern part of section 13 of Jefferson Township, a cut-off 
from the northern part of Upper Castro Island.4? 


Frienp. The locally descriptive name of a rural church on_ the 
east side of section 11 of Cedar Township, established by the Quakers. 

Gattanv. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 
on the east side of Montrose Township, along the Mississippi River, and 
in the western part of the east section 19. The former name of the 
village was Nashville. Here Dr. Isaac Galland located in 1829 and 
established a trading post and it is in his honor as the first settler 
that the village was named. 

Doctor Galland was born in May, 1790, near Marietta, Washington 
County, Ohio. As a youth he wandered over much of the frontier, 
Indiana, Illinois, as far west as New Mexico, where he was imprisoned 
in Santa Fé on suspicion by the Mexican government. With a limited 
education he acquired considerable knowledge of law and medicine 
and was a ready public speaker and writer. Much of his manhood 
was passed in Lee County where he practiced medicine and was the 
local agent of the New York Land Company. He must have been 
a successful agent as the final compromise settlement netted him 
eleven thousand dollars. The year 1854 was spent in California, Re- 
turning to lowa in 1855 he dwelt at Fort Madison until his death, 
November 28, 1858. He was buried in the cemetery near where he 
landed in July, 1828. A monument was placed at his grave by his son: 

“Dr. Galland was a perfect type of an American frontiersman, with 
the education and manners of civilized life, intermixed with all the 
audacity, boldness and peculiarities of Indian and border life. He 
had lived a great deal among the Indians, spoke their language 
fluently, and had made their character and habits a study. At the 
time of his death, he was engaged in writing a book on Indian life, 
manners, and customs of the west.”42 

His son, Washington Galland, was a soldier in the Mexican War, 
an officer in the Civil War, and a representative of Lee County in the 
‘Tenth General Assembly. 

The post office of Galland, Iowa, was established April 14, 1884, 
with Josiah Hemingway, postmaster. His successors were: 


Anna 
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Moneghan, May 19, 1889; Anna R. Osburn, July 6, 1899; James A. Wade. 
June 20, 1912; and Viola Hemingway, November 22,'1912. The office 
was discontinued September 30, 1913. 

Grare Creek. This stream rises in or near the northwestern part 
of section 8 or the southern part of section 5 of Des Moines Township, 
runs southeastward to Sugar Creek in the north central part of section 6 
of Jackson Township. It was formerly called Main Creek. The name 
is for the many wild grapes (Vitis vulpina) growing along the stream 
course. 


Green Bay. This township comprises the eastern peninsular part 
of Lee County, lying in the angle between the Skunk and Mississippi 
rivers. It comprises fractional parts of congressional township 68 
north, ranges 2 and 3 west, including section 31 and parts of sections 
39 and 32 of township 69, range 3 west. The township was named 
after the long, narrow lake in the southern part of the township known 
as Green Bay. ‘The township was created by order of the Board of 
County Commissioners at the regular January meeting, 1841. Origin- 
ally Green Bay Township included fractional township 68 north, 
ranges 2 and 3 west, and all that portion of fractional township 69 
north, range 4 west, east of the north and south line dividing sections 
33 and 34. It was reduced to its present area in January, 1843. 

Green Bay. A long, narrow lake or bayou, in the southern part of 
Green Bay Township. It is about four miles long and is a remnant 
of an old river bed, lying along the Mississippi River into which it 
empties. Its name is due to the abundance of green algae and aquatic 
plants growing in the lake. Jesse Williams’ map of Iowa, 1840, has 
the name Green Bay for this lake, after which the township was named. 

Green Bay. A former post office indicated on Henn, Williams’ 
map of Iowa, 1854, and other, early maps. It was in the southeast part 
of section 9 of Green Bay Township, after which it was named. This 
office was established June 18, 1851, with John Carter, postmaster, who 
served until the office was discontinued, August 16, 1851. It was re- 
established, January 10, 1854, with Francis M. Jolly, postmaster, who 
served until the name of the office was changed to Jollyville, January 
28, 1859, which see. 

Hatr-sreep Tracr. The name given to the southern portion of Lee 
County, comprising all of Jackson, Montrose, Des Moines, and the 
major portions of Madison, Jefferson, Charleston, and Van Buren 
townships. The boundary line began at Fort Madison, south central 
part of section 4, ran westward, bearing slightly southward, to the west 
side of section 7 (or the southwest corner of it) of Van Buren Town- 
ship, the western end being about a mile south of the eastern end. 
This tract was so named because it was for a time a reservation for 
Indians, particularly mixed races known as _half-breeds. 


Hamu, A station on the old Keokuk & Northwestern (now the 
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Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, near the center of section 25 
of Cedar Township. It was apparently named for Smith Hamill, a 
prominent business man of Keokuk. He was born July 23, 1815, in 
Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. He came to Keokuk in 1846 and 
was a member of the Third General Assembly of Iowa.4°* The post 
office is known as Mount Hamill, which see. 

Harmony. The name of a rural school on the south side of section 
22 of Van Buren Township, about three miles southeast of Croton. 
The name is suggestiye of a peaceful and friendly community and it 
was doubtless chosen as an ideal of the settlers. 

Harrison. This township lics on the west side of Lee County, south 
of Cedar, west of Franklin, and north of Van Buren townships. It 
comprises congressional township 68 north, range 7 west. Settlement 
began in 1835 with Joseph and William Howard, Isaac Renfrew, and 
Isaac and Creth Beller. The township was laid out in 1837, sectionized 
in 1837-8, and the land put on the market in 1839-40. The civil town- 
ship was created on order of the Board of County Commissioners at 
the regular January meeting, 1841, and then comprised townships 68 and 
69 north, range 7 west, thus including what is now known as Cedar 
Township. It was reduced to its present area in July, 1844. The town- 
ship was named for General William Henry Harrison (1773-1841), the 
hero of the battle of Tippecanoe, the ninth president (1841) of the 
United States. 


Hazen. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, near the center of 
section 17 of Washington Township. The place was apparently named 
for James B. Hazen, a prominent resident of Pleasant Ridge Town- 
ship (section 34) who also owned land in Washington Township. He 
was born in Beaver County, Pennsylvania, May 25, 1827, and became 
a permanent resident of Lee County in 1866.48 

Hert Horrow. A more or less dry run and low canyon rising in 
sections 23 and 24 with numerous branches from other sections of 
Pleasant Ridge Township and running northeast to Skunk River in 
section 1. The vicinity in early day was wild and rough which character 
seems to have suggested the name. 

Hickory Grove. The locally descriptive name for a rural school on 
the ridge highway in the southern part of section 4 of Jackson Town- 
ship, a short distance south of the county farm. 

Hinsparr. An early post office and a village in the northern part 
of section 24 of Des Moines Township, on the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific (the old Des Moines Valley) Railway, near the junction of 
the Atehison, ‘Topeka & Santa Fé Railway. Towns with the name 
Hinsdale occur in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, and 
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Illinois, named for prominent local people. The Iowa place was prob- 
ably named for the one in New Hampshire which was named for 
Colonel Ebenezer Hinsdale, one of its leading citizens. 

The post office of Hinsdale, Iowa, was established May 8, 1871, with 
William S. Sample, postmaster, who served until the office was dis- 
continued November 7, 1879. The office was re-established August 22, 
1889, with John Matthews, postmaster, and under him discontinued 
January 31, 1890. The office was re-established April 2, 1894, with 
Benjamin F. Jeffers, postmaster. His successors were: Mrs. Mary A. 
Jeffers, August 13, 1894; William Sprouse, November 19, 1897; Emiline 
Spiker, March 29, 1900; Emiline Thompson, August 15, 1991; Arvilla 
Teel, January 25, 1902; and Daisy S. Bell, April 30, 1902, under whom 
the office was discontinued September 30, 1902. 

Hoc Tur Creex. The name of a small stream rising in section 
16 of Jackson Township, runs southward to the Des Moines River near 
the center of section 33. 


Hoventron. A station on the old Keokuk & Northwestern (now 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad on the south side of 
section 12 of Cedar Township, about a half mile east of the old Cam- 
mackville post office. 

The post office of Houghton, Iowa, was established April 7, 1881, 
with John Huff, postmaster. His successors were: John Schriever, 
April 26, 1886; Joseph Harhoff, February 2, 1887; John Hough, May 
31, 1889; Daniel Cowell, August 12, 1893; Fred Hallway, May 9, 1896; 
Lizzie Freetly, September 21, 1897; Frederick W. Hallway, May 25, 
1898; John Hellman, February 4, 1899; John Fette, January 18, 1900; 
William Kern, July 9, 1902; James S. Kelly, March 2, 1903; Henry 
Peitzmeier, January 26, 1904; Hubert A. Hellweg, April 19, 1919; and 
William G. Hellman, August 22, 1923, the present postmaster. 

Jack Creek. This stream rises in the northern part of section 23 
of Charleston Township, a short distance east of the village of 
Charleston, flows southeastward across the southwestern corner of 
Jefferson Township and the northeastern part of Montrose Township, 
and empties into the Mississippi River in the northeastern part of 
section 10, near the north side of the town of Montrose. 

Jack’s Stoven. A bayou on the east side of Green Bay Township 
running from Skunk River in section 13 southwestward about two 
miles to Big Slough in section 24.14 

Jackson. This township is in the southern part of Lee County, in 
the angle between the Mississippi and the Des Moines rivers, south of 
Montrose and Des Moines townships. Settlement began in 1820 by Dr. 
Samuel C. Muir who located a claim and built a cabin on the present 
site of the city of Keokuk. French settlement began as early as 1821 
by Lemoliese, a trader, who located on what is now the site of Sandusky. 


444ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 36. 


32 ANNALS OF IOWA 


The township was named for General Andrew Jackson (1767-1845), the 
hero of the Battle of New Orleans, the seventh president (1829-1837 ) 
of the United States. The township was created on order of the 
Board of County Commissioners at the regular January meeting, 1841. 

Jayerrp. The avian name of a rural school in the southeastern corner 
of section 9 of Washington Township on land owned by Leonard Eoff. 


Jurrerson. This township is in southeast central part of Lee County, 
south of West Point, east of Charleston, and north of Montrose town- 
ships, and west of Madison Township and the Mississippi River. 
Settlement began in 1834 with William Skinner and George Williams. 
The township was created on order of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners at the regular January meeting, 1841. The township was named 
for Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), third president (1801-1809) of the 
United States. 


Jerrerson Center. The name of a rural school near the crossroads 
in the central part of section 21 of Jefferson Township. The name is 
more or less locally descriptive. 


Jerrersonvitte. A former, platted village on the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy Railroad, in the northwestern part of section 16 of 
Jefferson Township. It was laid out by W. H. Crosley, July 12, 1867. 
The projected village lapsed, being too near the railway junction 
known as Viele. A post office was early established and continued for 
many years. The place was apparently named after the township in 
which it is situated. 

The post office of Jeffersonville, Iowa, was established July 8, 1856, 
with Daniel Weese, pestmaster, and under him discontinued November 
30, 1863. The office was re-established July 15, 1864, with John Martin, | 
postmaster. He was succeeded by Pierce R. Sutton, Februray 20, 1865, 
under whom the office was discontinued March 15, 1866. The office 
was again re-established March 12, 1867, with John J. Martin, post- 
master. He was succeeded by Daniel Weese, May 29, 1868, who served 
until April 17, 1876. In the meantime the name of the post office was 
changed to Viele, which see. 


Jotryvire. A former inland village and post office in the south- 
east central part of section 7 of Green Bay Township. It was laid 
out May 15, 1856, by Francis M. Jolly, after whom it was named.45 
On some maps the Jollyville site is named Wever, an error as the 
Wever village site is about a mile to the northeast. 

A post office in the vicinity, known as Green Bay, was changed to 
Jollyville, January 28, 1859, with the appointment of Christian Gerloff, 
postmaster. His successors were: Lewis Jolly, December 31, 1859; 
Otto V. Hoffman, December 31, 1861; and Julius G. Junge, October 3, 


1867, who served until the name of the office was changed to Wever, 
October 12, 1873, with a new appointment. 


45] bid., pp. 18, 86. 


THE PLACE-NAMES OF LEE COUNTY 33 


Keoxux, The city of Keokuk, one of the county seats of Lee 
County, is situated on the bluffs and table-land forming the southern 
extremity of Iowa, at the foot of the rapids in the Mississippi River, 
mainly in sections 24, 25, and 26 of Jackson Township. In 1820 Dr. 
Samuel C. Muir, a surgeon in the United States army and stationed 
at Fort Edwards, now Warsaw, Illinois, built a cabin on the present 
site of the city of Keokuk. In 1828 Moses Stillwell and family with 
his two brothers-in-law, Amos and Valencourt Vanausdol‘® (sometimes 
wrongly given as Van Ansdal), settled on the site. Stillwell was the 
local agent in trade for Otis Reynolds and John Culver of St. Louis. 
The American Fur Company had established a trading post here some- 
time before 1830. In 1831 Dr. Samuel C. Muir and Isaac R. Campbell 
became the successors of the company and owners of the buildings. 
Doctor Muir died of the cholera in 1832. In the spring of 1837 the 
village was platted by Dr. Isaac Galland, an agent of the New York 
Land Company. The surveying was done by Mr. Brattle of Fort 
Edwards. In June, 1837, a public sale of lots was held. Keokuk was 
incorporated as a city December 13, 1847. The Sac and Fox Indian 
name of the place is usually given as Puck-e-she-tuck, meaning the 
foot of the rapids, and for some years the place was known to the 
white people as Puck-e-she-tuck, Point, and Foot of the Rapids. Ac- 
cording to Isaae Galland, Keokuk received its christening at a celebra- 
tion held July 4, 1829, by a few river men whose boats were lying at 
the foot of what is now ‘Main Street. ‘The meeting was presided over 
by Colonel George Davenport. During the festivities the name of 
Keokuk was given to the settlement in honor of the Sauk leader, a 
member of the Fox clan, WKiyo*kag’, who was friendly to the white 
people and one of the remarkable characters of the vicinity. A monu- 
ment to him stands over his grave in Rand Park, Keokuk. The name 
Keokuk is said to mean watchful fox. A pioneer pronuciation of Keokuk 
was Keokerk. Nicollet’s map, 1843, gives the name as Keokuck, as 
does also Jesse Williams’ map, 1840, a common, early spelling. 

The post office of Keokuk, Iowa, was established June 24, 1841, with 
Laban B. Fleak, postmaster. His successors were: William S. McGavie, 
June 19, 1844; Adam Hine, May 9, 1845; John W. Ogden, March 26, 
1849; William Patterson, April 8, 1853; Ansel T. Walling, April 6, 
1857; William Patterson, June 23, 1857; Richard McAllister, October 
23, 1860; James B. Howell, April 8, 1861; John Adair McDowell, Aug- 
ust 27, 1866; James C. Parrott, March 13, 1867; Samuel M. Clark, 
January 20, 1879; Patrick Gibbons, November 2, 1885; Richard Root, 
March 13, 1889; Rollin Clark, May 15, 1893; David J. Ayres, Novem- 
ber 2, 1893; Asaph Buck, January 17, 1898; Samuel W. Moorehead, 
February 27, 1906; E. P. McManus, March 11, 1914; Edward W. 
McManus, January 9, 1918; Joshua F. Elder, November 31, 1918; 


46The name also occurs as Vanausdall and Van Ausdall (Andreas’ Atlas, 
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William C. Howell, January 15, 1923; and Virginia L. Howell, acting 
postmaster, appointed May 31, 1925, now acting. 

Kroxux Por. A high salient overlooking the Mississippi River 
at Keokuk. The point is in the angle between the Mississippi and Des 
Moines rivers and it is the terminus of the narrow divide or ridge 
separating the Skunk River and Des Moines River basins. The Keo- 
kuk & Northwestern Railroad (now a part of the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy system) closely follows in Lee County this ridge. The 
place is a good observatory station and it has been associated with the 
Indian chief, Keokuk. Being in the city of Keokuk also makes the 
name locally descriptive as well as appropriate. 

La Crew. A station on the Keokuk & Northwestern Railroad in 
the northwestern part of section 6 of Franklin Township. The name 
is apparently derived from the French la cru, meaning the ground or 
site, having reference to the village site. 

The post office of La Crew, Iowa, was established March 21, 1881, 
with the appointment of Henry Hyatt, postmaster. His successors 
were: Charles F. Griffey, October 17, 1881; Richard H. Todd, January 
18, 1886; Bernard Nelle, December 11, 1886; William E. Bell, Decem- 
ber 30, 1887; Laura E. Williamson, December 21, 1888; John A. Wil- 
liamson, October 13, 1892; Cordelia J. Brown, February 2, 1893; Irene 
M. Wilkinson, April 19, 1900; Albert L. Mathews, February 28, 1901; 
William A. Ross, March 25, 1992; and Charles B. Holland, December 8, 
1904, who served until the office was discontinued, October 31, 1913. 

Lame Ler Creek, A small stream rising by one branch in the western 
side of section 22 and by another branch in the southeastern part of 
section 16 of Montrose ‘Township, with branches above and below, flows 
southeastward to the Mississippi River in or near the southeastern part 
of section 36 of the same township, by Sandusky. ‘The word, Lamelee, is 
a corrupted form of the name of the Indian trader, Lemoliese, who 
located in 1820 near the. mouth of the creek, in or near where the site 
of Sandusky now is. ‘The creek is sometimes given the correct name 
Lemoliese. The United States soil map, 1916, gives the name as 


Lamalee Creek. The stream is also sometimes called Sandusky Creek, 
after the village near its mouth, 


Leap Istanp, The name of an island as given by Andreas’ Atlas, 
(1874, p. 36) in the Mississippi River in the southwestern part of Green 
Bay Township, opposite the mouth of Green Bay and mainly in see- 
tion 31. The United States soil map, 1916, indicates the island has 
considerably shifted location. 


he a) » , 
Liserry. The name of a rural school in the southeastern corner of 


section 29 of Jefferson Township. It was so named as an expression 
of the sentiment of the community. 

Lick Creek. This stream rises by two branches, one in the south- 
western part of section 19, the other in east central part of section 20, 
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These unite near the east side of section 30 and the stream runs thence 
southeast across section 32 of Harrison Township, continues southeast 
and southwest across Vian Buren Township and enters the Des Moines 
River in the east central part of section 19, about a mile northwest of 
Croton. 


Lrrrte Cepar Creek. A small stream which enters Lee County 
from Van Buren County, flows eastward and northward, across sec- 
tions 7, 8, 9, and 4 of Cedar Township, into Henry County, where it 
meets Big Cedar Creek on the west side of Salem Township. The 
name is locally descriptive in contradistinction to Big Cedar Creek of 
which it is an affluent. The name Cedar is due to the presence of the 
red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) which grows along the course of the 
larger stream. 

Lrrrre Devm Crerx. This stream rises in the center of section 12 
of West Point Township, with a branch from sections 17 and 18 of 
Washington Township, runs southeastwardly to unite with Sugar 
Creek in the southwest central part of section 15 of Jefferson Town- 
ship to form Big Devil Creek, after which it was named in contra- 
distinction to it. The United States soil map, 1916, shortens the name 
to Devil Creek. 

Lirrte Rocx. The name of a rural school in the east central part 
of section 30 of Harrison Township, about four miles southeast of the 
village of Primrose. 

Lirrte Sucar Creex. This stream rises in the east central part of 
section 6 of Harrison Township, runs southeast to (west) Sugar Creek 
in the southwest central part of section 31. Being an affluent of Sugar 
Creek makes the name locally descriptive. 

Lirritr Sucar Creex. This stream rises in the southeastern part of 
section 20 with branches from section 21 of Franklin Township, flows 
eastward to the southeast part of section 25, thence eastward and south- 
ward across sections 30 and 32 of West Point Township, to (east) 
Sugar creek in the central part of section 5 of Jefferson Township. 
Being an affluent of Sugar Creek it was named Little Sugar Creek in 
contradistinction to it. On the United States soil map, 1916, the name 
is Little Creek, an abbreviation of its older name. 


Locusr Grove. A rural school on the south side of section 17 of 
Washington Township, near the headwaters of one of the branches of 
Little Devil Greek. It apparently receives its name from the locust 
trees growing in the vicinity. 

Losr Creek. This stream rises on the east side of section 21 of 
Pleasant Ridge Township, flows southeastward across Denmark and 
Washington townships, thence eastward and southward across Green 
Bay Township to Green Bay in the southwestern part of section 28. 
The name is more or less locally descriptive. In the lower course of 
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the stream the channel is poorly defined because of the marshy nature 
of the land. 

“Lost creek rises in the center of the southern [southeastern] part 
of section 20 [21], Pleasant Ridge ‘Township, flows southeast to the 
southeast quarter of section 8,.not far from Jollyville, Green Bay 
‘Township, where it was originally lost, by spreading all over the 
prairie, and hence its name. A few years ago, the township cut a 
channel, or ditch, and threw up an embankment on either side, from 
section 8 to the upper [lower] end of Green Bay, by which a good 
deal of land was reclaimed and made susceptible of the highest 
stages of cultivation. In wet seasons, a tremendous current flows 
down Lost Creek, which, in its mad fury, carries forward everything 
that comes in the course of its floods. The railroad has often suffered 
serious damage from the force of its current.”* 


Lower Castro Istanp. An island about four miles long and half a 
mile or less in width, along the Mississippi River, in sections 24, 25, 
26, and 35 of Jefferson ‘Township. 


Lower Locx. A _ locally descriptive name for a lock in the Des 
Moines Rapids Canal along the Mississippi River, in section 24 of 
Jackson Township, east of the city of Keokuk. 

Manison. This is a small township of about six sections, located 
on the Mississippi River, south of Washington and east of Jefferson 
townships. It comprises the northwest fractional part of congressional 
township 67 north, range 4 west. Settlement began with Peter Williams 
in 1832. The township was created and named by the Board of County 
Commissioners in the regular January meeting of 1841. The township 


was named in honor of James Madison (1757-1836), fourth president 
(1809-1817) of the United States. 


Marin Creek. This stream rises in the southern part of section 5 of 
Des Moines Township, flows southeast across the township to Sugar 
Creek in the west central part of section 6 of Jackson Township. A 
later name is Grape Creek. 

Manion. This township lies on the north side of Lee County, west 
of Pleasant Ridge, north of Franklin, and east of Cedar townships. It 
comprises congressional township 69 north, range 6 west. The town- 
ship was sectionized in 1836 and land sold in 1838. Settlement began 
in 1836 or 1837. The township was created on order of the Board of 
County Commissioners at the regular meeting in April, 1841, as a 
partition of Franklin Township. The first election was held at the 
home of John Taylor, May 19, 1841. The township was directly or 
indirectly named in honor of General Francis Marion (1732-1793), the 
noted partisan leader of the American Revolution, 


Marion Cenvrer. A pioneer locality in Marion Township where the 


4iHistory of Lee County, 1879, pp. 416-17, 
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first schoolhouse for the township was erected in 1839 or 1840.48 The 
name is locally descriptive. 


Mrirrorro, A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des 
Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in the 
southwest central part of section 25 of Marion Township. The place 
was named for Christian Meierotto, a resident of the vicinity and 
former owner of the village site.19 

Merrose. A former station on the old Des Moines Valley Railroad 
in the northwestern part of section 1 of Des Moines Township. The 
railway having been relocated farther westward the station was taken 
over by Connables. The word Melrose comes from the Latin, mel, 
honey, and rosa, rose; that is honey of roses, a mixture of powdered red 
rose, honey, and diluted alcohol. 


Mrirose. The name of a rural church at the forks of the highway 
in the southeastern part of section 35 of Des Moines Township in the 
vicinity of the old Melrose station, after which it was doubtless named. 


Merrensvitte. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des 
Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad on the 
west side of section 18 of Marion Township. It was named for 
Christian Mertens, a prominent farmer in the vicinity. Mr. Mertens 
was born February 12, 1830, in Germany, came to the United States in 
1846, and to Marion Township, Lee County, in the fall of 1851.5° 


Messtncervitte. A suburb on the north side of the city of Keokuk 
in the southwestern part of section 24 of Jackson Township. It was so 
named for William Messinger, the owner: of the land.°? 


Mippte Lock. A locally descriptive name for the lock in the Des 
Moines Rapids Canal along the Mississippi River in section 13 of 
Jackson Township. The nearby station on the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad has the same name, Middle Lock, given it after the 
canal lock. 

Mississtppr. The Mississippi River forms the boundary of Lee 
County on the east and southeast sides from the mouth of Skunk 
River to the mouth of the Des Moines River. 

The name comes from massa, great, and sepo, river, of the Sac and 
Fox or Algonquian Indian language, and is frequently translated as 
the father of rivers, or great water, or large river. This is the deriva- 
tion early and usually given. The names, however, are only close ap- 
proximations by white men. 

“Mussissrpert. The pronunciation of this name in the language of the 
Sauk Indians is, Mis-se Se-po. Mis-se is an adjective, answering to 
the English words, grandest, noblest, chiefest, or most splendid,—and 
Se-po, simply means river; hence, this name in its original acceptation 


48 4ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 24. 

49Tbid., p. 24. 

50Portrait and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887, p. 417. 
51Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 17. 
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signifies the grandest, the noblest, the chiefest, or the most splendid 
river. The Indians often pronounce this name with the plural ter- 
mination, uh, as Misse Sepouh, that is, Chiefest of Rivers.’® 

According to Dr. William Jones (Bur. Am. Eth., Bull. 40; 1, p. 753. 
1911.) the more correct Fox Indian name of the Mississippi River is 
Masé sibo w', meaning large river. 

Monx Creek. A small stream which rises in the southwestern or 
southern part of section 23 of Van Buren Township, runs southeastward 
to the Des Moines River on the east side of section 2, just west of 
old Belfast or east of the new location. The creek was named for a 
Mr. Monks who resided along the stream in the northwest part of 
section 1, about a half mile northeast of Belfast. 


Montrose. This township lies along the west side of the Mississippi 
River in the south central part of Lee County, south of Jefferson, east 
of Des Moines, and north of Jackson townships. It comprises the 
fractional part of congressional township 66 north, ranges 4 and 5 
west. Settlement began in 1832 with Captain James White. Montrose 
Township was created on order of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners at the July meeting, 1841, as a partition of old Ambrosia Town- 
ship. The township was named after its pioneer village, Montrose. 


Montrose. This town lies on the west bank of the Mississippi 
River, opposite the village of Nauvoo, Illinois, in sections 9 and 10 of 
Montrose Township. ‘The town was laid off and named in 1837 by 
David W. Kilbourne. It was relocated November 10, 1853, by Ed. 
Brooks, F. E. Billon, and D. C. and W. J. Riddick.5* The site is on 
an elevated plateau. Here Louis Honore Tesson, a Frenchman, lo- 
cated in 1796 and lived several years with his family He held a Span- 
ish claim of a mile square and ran a trading house. Fort Des Moines 
was erected on the site in 1834, The first store was established in 1839 
by David W. and Edward Kilbourne. The name of David W. Kil- 
bourne is sometimes wrongly given as Daniel W. Kilbourne, and the 
final e is frequently omitted. 

The name Montrose is derived from the French, mont, mountain or 
hill, and rose, rose, that is rose hill or the hill of roses, or the place 
where roses grow profusely as was the case before settlement, hence 
the name is a locally descriptive one. 


Isaac Galland, Iowa Emigrant, 1840, p. 32, gives the name as Mont- 
rose but on his map the name is Mt. Rose, the English translation. 
See Fort Des Moines. 

The post office first established in the vicinity of the site of Mont- 
rose, Iowa, was known as Fort Des Moines, Des Moines County, Wis- 
consin Territory. It was established April 6, 1837, with Jacob Huner, 
postmaster. The name of the office was changed to Montrose, Lee 


52Galland’s Towa Emigrant, 1840 
584ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, pp. 18, “veg m 
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County, Wisconsin, March 28, 1838, with the appointment of Henry L. 
Austin, postmaster. The next change was to Lee County, Iowa, July 
27, 1839, when David W. Kilbourne was appointed postmaster. His 
successors were: Cyrus Peck, January 5, 1844; John M. Anderson, 
October 26, 1846; William Stotts, June 16, 1847; John S. Carpenter, 
January 14, 1848; Daniel S. Baker, June 29, 1848; John F. Warmoth, 
May 30, 1849; Reuben Sears, October 15, 1851; William Anderson, 
December 10, 1852; John Spain, January 19, 1853; William Anderson, 
December 6, 1855; Garven Hamilton, December 24, 1855; I. M. Ander- 
son, October 30, 1856; Cyrus Peck, May 17, 1857; Henry Singer, March 
20, 1858; Hiram Probasco, May 19, 1859; Oliver Reeves, March 25, 
1861; John Fifer, November 26, 1866; John M. Anderson, June 14, 
1867; William Anderson, March 22, 1869; Thomas Ward, May 25, 
1875; Thomas J. Ellis, September 16, 1893; John P. Kennedy, October 
15, 1897; Henry F. Eppers, August 28, 1913; Robert B. Lamb, Septem- 
ber 5, 1918; and George W. Kennedy, December 13, 1922, the present 
postmaster. 

Mooar. A station on the Keokuk & Northwestern (now the Chi- 
cago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in the eastern part of section 9 
of Jackson Township. It was named for Daniel Mooar, an early resi- 
dent and large landholder in the vicinity.°4 

The post office of Mooar, Iowa, was established December 31, 1889, 
with the appointment of Francis G. Thomas, postmaster. His succes- 
sors were: Edmund W. Simons, March 21, 1894; Oliver C. Kerr, 
September 21, 1901; and William Hill, November 25, 1902, who served 
until the office was discontinued, January 2, 1907. 

Morninc Srar. The name of a rural school on the eastern side of 
section 18 of Cedar Township, about a mile and a half north of Big 
Mound. ‘The school is on the open prairie, facing the east, which 
apparently suggested the name. 

Morninc Sun. The name of a rural school in the northeastern 
part of section 33 of Cedar Township. The name suggests that the 
school is on rising ground, in the open, and facing the east and so it is. 

Mount Crara. A station on the Keokuk & Northwestern (now the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in the western part of 
section 16 of Montrose Township, in the vicinity of the pioneer place 
at the crossroads known as Brown’s Tavern. The place is on the 
summit of the divide southwest of the village of Montrose, hence the 
prefix, Mount, is locally descriptive. 

Mounr Hamm. The name of the post office at Hamill, a station 
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad in the north central part 
of section 25 of Cedar Township. As the hamlet is on the divide the 
name of the post office is locally descriptive. See Hamill. 

The post office of Mount Hamill, Iowa, was established under the 


54]bid, pp. 35, 91. 
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name of Courtright, March 28, 1881, with the appointment of Abner 
Clark, postmaster. The name of the office was changed to Mount 
Hamill, November 9, 1881, with the reappointment of Abner Clark. 
His successors were: Thomas Waterhouse, April 15, 1884; James F. 
Pease, July 29, 1886; ‘Thomas Waterhouse, April 9, 1889; Hanna 
McCracken, April 15, 1893; Clark C. Anders, April 18, 1896; Thomas 
Waterhouse, October 28, 1897; Peter P. Showalter, March 19, 1902; 
Edwin Hough, September 30, 1902; Clarence N. Lietz, December 19, 
1905; Isaac C. Bell, July 13, 1996; Willis E. Howes, April 14, 1911; 
Isaac C. Bell, May 27, 1912; Robert E. Bell, November 23, 1912; 
Rolla A. Yeast, October 6, 1913; Sela R. Casady, April 6, 1920; and 
Minnie C. Refior, August 23, 1920, the present postmaster. 

Mvp Creek. This is a tributary of Lost Creek. It rises in section 
17 of Washington Township, flows southeast and northward and joins 
the main channel in section 12 of the same township. The name is 
locally descriptive.®° 

Mumm CreeK. A small stream, rising by three branches in the 
northern part of sections 21 and 22 of Van Buren Township, runs 
southward and westward to the Des Moines River in the northern part 
of section 4 of the same township. The creek was named for an old 
settler along the stream, apparently for K. Mumm who resided by the 
stream in section 33. 


Nasuvitte. This village is on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad by the Mississippi River, on the narrow strip of east section 
19 of Montrose 'Township, about two and a half miles below Montrose. 
Here Dr. Isaac Galland settled in 1829 and opened a trading house. 
The approximate Sac and Fox Indian name of this place was Ah-we- 
pe-tuk. The village of Nashville was laid out by Elias Smith, July 29, 
1841. The original name, Nashville, was doubtless given the village 
after Nashville, Tennessee. Later the name was changed to Galland in 
honor of the first settler. Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee, was 
probably named for Governor Abner Nash of North Carolina, though 
the honor is claimed for General Francis Nash. 

The post office of Nashville, Iowa, was established March 3, 1843, 
with William W. Willis, the first and only postmaster. The office was 
discontinued August 11, 1843, after an existence of: only five months 
and eight days. 

Nassau Pass, A cut-off, about a half mile long, from the Des Moines 
River to the Mississippi River, in the southern part of section 34 of 
Jackson Township has this name. A nearby street in the city of 
Keokuk is also called Nassau.®6 It was probably named after the 
pass, or both may have been named for an early, local resident. 

A county, river, and sound in Florida have the name Nassau, as 
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Well as a county on Long Island, a village in Nassau Township, Rens- 
selaer County, New York, a village in Delaware, the capital of the 
Bahamas, West Indies, and a township in Sioux County, Iowa. All 
directly or indirectly derive their names from the Duchy of Nassau 
in Germany. The word Nassau goes back a millenium to a German 
Duchy, a former state in west part of Germany, later a part of the 
Prussian province of Hesse-Nassau. About 1100 the castle of Nassau 
was built. The House of Nassau included William the Silent (Prince 
of Orange) who led the Dutch in their struggle for independence. 

New Boston. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (the 
old Keokuk & Northwestern) Railroad, near the junction with the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fé Railway, in the western part of section 
36 of Charleston Township. As an inland village New Boston was 
laid out by Charles Mason, September 20, 1854. It was doubtless 
directly or indirectly named after Boston, Massachusetts. In the 
United States sixteen places have the name Boston and twelve have 
the name New Boston, all directly or indirectly named for the city in 
Massachusetts. Boston, Massachusetts, derived its name from Boston, 
Lincolnshire, England. On Henn, Williams’ map of Iowa, 1854, and 
other, early maps, the name is Boston. 

The post office of New Boston, Iowa, was established January 4, 
1855, with Josiah Harvey, postmaster. His successors were: Orin 
Baldwin, November 21, 1855; G. W. Jenree, April 4, 1856; Milton 
Moore, October 8, 1857; Orwin Baldwin, February 17, 1858, under whom 
it was discontinued March 11, 1859. The office was re-established 
January 19, 1864, with William H. Hardin, postmaster. His suc- 
cessors were: James Jordan, February 22, 1864; J. H. McCutchen, 
June 20, 1866; Luther C. Rankin, April 2, 1868; John Miles, August 
5, 1870; and William J. Smith, March 14, 1871, under whom the office 
was again discontinued April 7, 1871. The office was again re-es- 
tablished January 12, 1875, with William EK. Armstrong, postmaster. 
His successors were: William A. Davis, October 6, 1875; John P. 
Keran, January 8, 1883; Ella M. Hall, February 21, 1884; Mary A. 
Ball, December 30, 1884; Mrs. Elsie P. Walker (acting), December 
16, 1926; and Walter A. Slater, January 29, 1927, the present post- 
master. : 

The name New Boston was given in contradistinction to the pioneer 
village of Boston, situated about twenty miles north, in the south- 
eastern part of Henry county, later renamed Lowell. 

Nickerson Istanp. A small island, west of Lower Castro island, 
between Big Slough and River Slough in sections 26 and 35 of Jeffer- 
son Township. It was named for an early, local resident, probably 
Levi Nickerson.5? 

Norru Marron. The name of a rural school in the southwest corner 
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of section 4 of Marion ‘Township. The name is locally descriptive as 
the school is in the north part of Marion Township. 

Norron. The name of the bridge over Skunk River on the north 
side of section 4 of Green Bay Township. In an early day the ferry was 
near by on the south side of section 33. 

Oax Grove. The locally descriptive name of a rural church at the 
forks of the highway in the southern part of section 19 of Montrose 
Township. The name is for the prevailing oak groves of the vicinity. 

Oaxtanp. The locally descriptive name for the cemetery on the 
west side of the city of Keokuk. 

Oaxtanv. The locally descriptive name for a rural school near the 
Des Moines River in the south central part of section 19 of Des Moines 
Township, about a mile and a half west of Vincennes. 


Oax Rioce. The name of a-rural school in the central part of sec- 
tion 7 of Jefferson Township, nearly three miles northwest of Viele. 
The name is locally descriptive as the school is on a divide or ridge road 
and in an oak grove. 


Oaxwoopv. The locally descriptive name for a rural school in or 
near the northeast corner of section 19 of Jackson ‘Township. 


Overton. A former post office and a station on the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy Railroad in the central part of section 22 of Marion 
Township. The post office was established August 7, 1895, with William 
Culligan, postmaster, who was succeeded by Bernard J. Fullenkamp, 
December 22, 1902. The name of the post office was changed to Pilot 
Grove on March 19, 1908, with George L. Fullenkamp, postmaster. 
He was succeeded by George Hellman, March 9, 1911. The name of 
the railway station was later changed to Pilot Grove Station. The 
new post office of Pilot Grove was named after the older one situated 
about two miles to the north. Overton was named after Elias Overton, 
an early pioneer and long time resident of the vicinity. He was born 
in Hartford County, North Carolina, January 12, 1807. In 1836 he 
became a resident of Marion Township, Lee County, in time acquiring 
over 1200 acres. He held a number of local offices and was county 
supervisor. He died March 29, 1893. One of his children, Marion T. 


Overton, born in Marion Township, August 10, 1850, became a prom- 
inent resident of the vicinity.5 


Parean. The name of one of the streets in the city of Keokuk. 
It was named for Joshua Palean, a native of New York, an early 
Indian trader in Keokuk where he died of the cholera in 1833.59 


Panruer Creek. A small creek, rising on the east side of section 
33 of Franklin Township with a small branch from the south side near 
Donnellson, runs southeast across Charleston Township and northeast 


58Biog’l Review of Lee Co., 1905, 279-80. 
59History of Lee County, 1879, p. 499. 
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to Sugar Creek in the northeast central part of section 16 of Jefferson 
Township. ‘The creek was doubtless so named because of the presence 
of the animal, panther, in the vicinity. 

Penrrentiary Crrex. This stream rises in the western part of sec- 
tion 34 of Washington Township, runs southeast and south near the 
west side of the Iowa State Penitentiary to the Mississippi River on 
the east side of section 3 of Madison Township. The stream was 
named after the Iowa State Penitentiary established as a temporary 
prison as early as 1839. 

Piror Grove. An inland village in the west central part of sec- 
tion 10 of Marion Township. It was laid out April 16, 1858, by Wesley 
Harrison, Stephen Townsend, and others. The place probably gets 
its name from a small grove of trees in the vicinity which served as a 
guide or pilot to travelers crossing the trackless prairie. 

The post office of Pilot Grove, Iowa, was established February 24, 
1851, with Jonathan Jones, postmaster. His successors were: John 
Stewart, April 14, 1853; Andrew B. Gregg, December 6, 1854; Nathan 
Jackman, October 25, 1858; Mrs. Jane B. Ringland, April 2, 1861; 
Thomas O. Moon, September 27, 1864; John Burnet, October 29, 1869; 
George W. Holland, November 3, 1870; W. D. Jackman, November 2, 
1885 5 Henry J. M. Otto, November 9, 1886; Charles A. Lee, January 
22, 1890; and George Shaner, May 15, 1899, under whom the office was 
discontinued June 16, 1894, The post office at Overton was changed to 
Pilot Grove on March 19, 1908, with George L. Fullenkamp, post- 
master. His successor was George Hellman, March 9, 1911, the present 
postmaster. 

Piror Grove Srarion. A station on the Chicago, Fort Madison & 
Des Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad near 
the center of section 22 of Marion Township, about two miles south of 
the old village of Pilot Grove, after which the station was named. An 
earlier name of the station was Overton, which see. 

Pine Rince. The name of a farm in section 1 of Cedar Township, 
more or less locally descriptive. 

Pirman. A station on the Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in the northwestern 
part of section 11 of West Point Township. The place was directly or 
indirectly named for Lewis Pitman, the owner of the land in the 
vicinity, and for Pitman Grove, also named for him. 

Prrman. The name of a rural church in the east central part of 
section 2 of West Point Township, nearly three miles east of the village 
of West Point. Several families of the name of Pitman live in the 
vicinity, descendants of Lewis Pitman, a Lee County pioneer. The 
church was directly or indirectly named for this pioneer and his family 
and for Pitman Grove, also named for him. 

Prrman Creex. This stream rises by several branches or sloughs 
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in or near the northern parts of sections 33 and 34 of Pleasant Ridge 
‘Township, about two miles northeast of the village of West Point, runs 
south and southwest to Sugar Creek in the northwestern part of 
section 29 of West Point Township. The stream was named for Lewis 
Pitman, an early settler along the stream in sections 2, 3, 10, and 11 
of West Point Township. Lewis Pitman was a native of Woodford 
County, Kentucky, born June 11, 1794. He came to Lee County, West 
Point Township, in 1835. He died February 27, 1862. He left many 
descendants who continued to dwell on the old homestead.*° 

Prrman Grove. A grove of native trees in sections 3 and 10 of 
West Point Township, named after Lewis Pitman, an early settler in 
the grove, arriving in Lee county, April 2, 1835. According to the 
History of Lee County, 1879, p. 487, the Pitman family share in the 
honor of the naming. In this grove the second annual gathering of 
the old settlers of Lee county was held in August, 1872. 


Preasinr Grove. A more or less locally descriptive name for a 
rural school in the southwestern corner of section 5 of Cedar Town- 
ship. 

Preasanr Grove. The name of of a rural school in the northern part 
of section 26 of Des Moines ‘Township, nearly three miles east of 
Vincennes. The name is for the wooded vicinity. 

Prieasant River, This township lies on the north side of Lee 
County, west of Denmark, and east of Marion townships. It com- 
prises congressional township 69 north, range 5 west, save portions of 
sections 1 and 2 cut off by the Skunk River. The township was 
created in January, 1843, on petition by order of the Board of County 
Commissioners as a partition of old Denmark Township. A_ prairie 
ridge or watershed, giving a pleasing landscape, traverses the township 
from north to south. This suggested the name, Prairie Ridge, a 
locally descriptive one. 


Po-ro-won-ock. ‘The approximation by white men to the Sac and 
Fox Indian name given to the site of Fort Madison. The meaning is 


the place of fire, an allusion to the fort burned by the Indians. See 
Fort Madison. 


Porrer’s Stovuen, A narrow bayou or cut-off, over two miles long, 
near the Mississippi River in the southeastern part of Jefferson 'Town- 


ship, below the mouth of Big Devil Creek. It is sometimes given as 
Potter Slough.®1 


Pramim Creek. This stream rises in the northern part of section 20 
of Pleasant Ridge Township, runs northwestward to the northwest 
part of section 6 and enters Henry County, continuing to Skunk River. 


The course of the stream is through prairie, hence the name is locally 
descriptive. 


69Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, pp. 43, 51; Hi 
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Pramrm Hovusr. See Charleston. 


Price’s Creek. This stream rises in the northern part of section 
4 of Jackson Township, flows southeast to the Mississippi River in the 
east central part of section 13 of the same township, a short distance 
above Middle Lock. The name on some maps is given as Price Creek. 
The stream was named for William Price who settled in the vicinity 
about 1831.62 


Primrose. An inland hamlet on the west side of section 23 of 
Harrison Township. The site was laid out by George Perkins and 
James H. Washburne, February 28, 1848. Six other, small places, have 
the name of Primrose, in Nebraska, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Wisconsin, and Ontario. The name of the Iowa village is probably 
local in origin. 

The post office at Primrose, Iowa, was established January 15, 1846, 
with Exum S. McCulloch, postmaster. His successors were: Joseph T. 
Reesman, May 11, 1850; Marshall D. Elgin, February 24, 1852; Michael 
5. Detar, March 29, 1853; John F. Walden, May 4, 1854; Allen Walden, 
December 26, 1854; Norvil Powell, September 6, 1855; Abner Buckles, 
August 2, 1856; Samuel Bell, April 22, 1857; Norvil Powell, June 8, 
1861; Benjamin F. Hill, October 11, 1864; Samuel K. Shives, December 
29, 1865; Benjamin C. Burt, February 9, 1866; Lewis Rye, March 8, 
1871; John Sax, October 26, 1883; Elizabeth E. Buckles, May 5, 1885; 
Mrs. Hattie J. Slusher, February 7, 1887; Mrs. Hattie J. Miller, March 
3, 1887; Ebenezer Williamson, May 31, 1889; Henry Bollinger, October 
14, 1893; William Williamson, Jr., January 4, 1898; Henry Bollinger, 
August 8, 1901; James A. Maxwell, November 24, 1903; Elizabeth D. 
Schock, April 21, 1914; and Elizabeth D. Benjamin, August 19, 1916, 
the present postmaster. Elizabeth D. Schock and Elizabeth D. Benja- 
min are the same person, she having changed her name by marriage 
making her reappointment necessary. Mrs. Hattie J. Slusher and Mrs. 
Hattie J. Miller are also probably the same.person but the records 
fail to show that such is the case. 

Pucx-n-sue-tuck, The Sac and Fox Indian name, meaning the foot 
of the rapids, for the rapids in the Mississippi River in the vicinity of 
Keokuk, a locally descriptive name. The name as given is a white man’s 
approximation. 

Ranp Park. The name of a beautiful city park near the Mississippi 
River on the northeast side of the city of Keokuk. The park was 
named for George Dexter Rand, a prominent business man of Keokuk, 
who served one term as mayor, 1883, when the park was completed. 
Mr. Rand was born at Quincy, Illinois, February 9, 1838, educated at 
Asbury University, Greencastle, Indiana, began his business career as 
a miner in Colorado (then the far west), during the Civil War he was 
a paymaster in the navy, at the close of the war he engaged in the 
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lumber business at Glendale, Alabama, removed to Keokuk in 1889 
and continued in the lumber business and later went into banking. He 
died November 12, 1903, and was interred at Greencastle, Indiana.®* 


River Stovcn. A river bayou, on the west side of Nickerson 
Island, in the southeastern part of Jefferson Township. The stough 
is an arm of the Mississippi River and the name is thus locally 
descriptive, 

Ressevivinie. A pioneer place or hamlet in the northeast corner of 
section 15 of Cedar Township. It was laid out on October 20, 1858. 
The place was also known as Doantown because on land owned by 
Robert Doan, a pioneer and prominent resident of the vicinity.°° The 
name Russellville apparently is in honor of Robert A. Russell, a prom- 
inent resident of Fort Madison. 


Russertvitir. The name of a rural school in the southwest corner 
of section 11 of Cedar Township. The name is for the pioneer hamlet 
of the vicinity. 

Sacks. The name of a rural school at the cross highways in the 
northeastern part of section 9 of Harrison Township. The school was 
apparently named for John C. Sax, whose home and farm were by the 
schoolhouse. George, James, and H. C. Sax also lived in the neigh- 
borhood.®® 


Samnr Francisvirie. The name of a ford across the Des Moines 
River near the west side of section 4 of Des Moines Township. The 
ford is in the vicinity of Saint Francisville, Clark County, Missouri, 
hence the name. 


Sawr Pavux. An inland village on the south side (southeast 144 of 
southwest 44) of section 14 and extending into section 23 of Marion 
Township. It was laid out April 30, 1866. The vicinity is a Catholic 
community and the village was named for the saint. 

The post office of Saint Paul, Iowa, was established February 24, 
1863, with Henry A. Vorwaldt, postmaster. His successors were: 
Casper Meierotto, January 15, 1866; John Schoeder, January 29, 1868; 
Gerhard H. Kempker, January 9, 1882; Otto Fritzjunker, February 9, 
1886; Frank Denny, April 25, 1890; John Schriever, February 15, 1894; 
and John Leveling, September 10, 1898, under whom the office was 
discontinued June 29, 1901. 


Sanp Pram. A more or less locally descriptive name of a prairie 
in the southern part of Des Moines Township in the vicinity of Vin- 
cennes. This prairie is a sort of a second bottom to the Des Moines 
River. 


Sanp Pramim, The name of a station on the Chicago, Rock Island 


68Portrait a i i i 
Co. 1800" Po and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 1887, pp. 555-56; Biog. Review of Lee 
ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. & 
@Ibid., pp. 18, 20, 
86]bid., p. 64, 
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& Pacific Railway in the southeastern corner of section 20 of Des 
Moines Township. The station was named after the prairie in the 
vicinity, locally known as Sand Prairie. An older name of the place 
was Vincennes, which name is still (1922) retained by the local post 
office. 


Sanpusxy. A village on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. Railroad 
in the northeast corner of Jackson Township and section 1, on the 
Mississippi River. Here a Frenchman by the name of Lemoliese 
established a trading post as early as 1820. The name of the place was 
first known as Lemoliese, after the French settler. The village was 
probably named after Sandusky, Ohio, or possibly Illinois. Gannett 
says the name is “derived from the Indian outsandowke, ‘there is pure 
water here,’ or from sa-anduste, ‘large pools of water.’ Another author- 
ity gives the meaning as ‘cold spring. 

The post office of Sandusky, Iowa, was established July 11, 1861, 
with the appointment of James Graham, postmaster. His successors 
were: William Shepard, April 21, 1862; Joseph W. Hunt, December 18, 
1862; Anderson B. Alley, September 4, 1863; Elizabeth Hunt, Novem- 
ber 28, 1864; Thomas Jarvis, June 10, 1867; Harlan P. Dodge, March 
16, 1871; George W. Newman, December 9, 1872; John F. Danielson, 
April 9, 1875; John W. Duval, December 29, 1876; Benjamin Stephen- 
son, February 6, 1880; John Devosear, November 14, 1881; Luella 
Nightengale, September 27, 1883; and Luella Carter, November 14, 1895, 
who served until the office was discontinued, February 5, 1904. ‘The office 
was re-established February 23, 1904, with Frank Carpenter, postmaster, 
who served until the office was finaly discontinued, February 14, 1905. 


2» 


Sanpusky Creek. Another name for Lamelee or Lemoliese Creek 
which see.® 

Sarcent’s Grove. The name of a grove in the northern part of sec- 
tion 34 of Des Moines 'Township.®® ‘The grove was a planted one of 
black walnut (Juglans nigra). Here the third annual reunion of the 
pioneer settlers of Lee County was held, August 8, 1873. The grove 
was named after Nicholas Sargent,®® an early settler and extensive 
landowner in the vicinity, who planted it. 

Sawyer. A station on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des Moines 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad in or near the south- 
eastern part of section 7 of Washington Township. It was named for 
F. Sawyer, the landowner of the site.*? The post office was established 
June 1, 1886, with the appointment of Howard M. Dewey, postmaster, 
He was succeeded by George W. Van Hyning, March 19, 1892, under 
whom the office was discontinued, April 29, 1905. 


67History of Lee County, 1879, p. 416; Portrait and Biog. Album of Lee Co., 
1887, p. 607. 

68 4ndreas’ Atlas, 1874, pp. 85, 88. 

69History of Lee County, 1879, pp, 488, 787. 

WAndreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 44. 
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Scruz Oak. The name of a church in the northwestern corner of sec- 
tion 13 of West Point Township. In the vicinity the oaks growing on 
the upland are more or less stunted and are called scrub oak, hence the 
name of the church. 

Suaron. The name of a rural church at the cross highways in the 
northeastern part of section 4 of Harrison Township. The church was 
dedicated and so named after the biblical Sharon of Palestine. 


Snorron. A locally descriptive name for a station on the Atchison. 
Topeka & Santa Fé Railway in Madison Township, about a mile south- 
west of the city of Fort Madison, now near the westward extension of 
the city. 

Sxeteton Run. A small creek, rising in the southwestern part of 
section 15 of Charleston Township, about a mile northwest of the village 
of Charleston, flows southwest to Sugar Creek in the southeastern part 
of section 29 of the same township. This is the location given by Keyes, 
1895. Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 76, has the stream rise in the south- 
western part of section 26 of Charleston Township, runs southwestward 
to Sugar Creek in the northern part of section 4 of Des Moines Town- 
ship. This stream parallels the one mentioned above but is about twa 
miles southeast of it. The United States soil map, 1916, gives the same 
location as Keyes except the run enters Sugar Creek in the northwestern 
part of section 33 of Charleston ‘Township. 


Skunk River. The Skunk River forms the northeastern boundary of 
Lee County, separating it from Des Moines County. The river runs 
along the boundaries of Pleasant Ridge, Denmark, and Green Bay 
townships, entering the Mississippi River in or near the east side of the 
east section 7 of Green Bay Township. The name of the river is the 
supposed translation of the Sac and Fox Indian name usually given as 
Chi-ca-que, meaning a strong or obnoxious odor—so named because of 
the large quantity of wild onions which grew along the river, particularly 
farther up the stream. This form of the Indian word is a white man’s 
approximation. Skunk River has its origin in central Iowa, in the east 
central part of Hamilton County; its branches draining Cairo Lake and 
Wall Lake of the same county. The general course of the river is 
southeast across Story, Polk, Jasper, Marion, Mahaska, Keokuk, Wash- 
ington, and Henry counties. 


Albert M. Lea, in his Notes on Wisconsin Territory, 1836, p. 27 and 
map, gives the Indian name as Chacagua River. Isaac Galland, Iowa 
KNmigrant, 1840, p. 13, has the name Shecaqua. Nicollet’s map, 1843, 
gives the name Shikagua. These variations in spelling are approxima- 
lions of white men for the same Indian word. : 

According to Dr. William Jones (Bur. Am. Eth. Bull. 40; 1:758. 
1911.) the Fox Indian word is ce’gagwa, meaning skunk; the proper 
diminutive should be ce’gago'a, which happens to be the word for onion. 

The name of the river and city of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, is 
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derived from this Indian word for onion. The Ojibwa Indian form is 
given as she-kag-ong, meaning “wild onion place,’ from a root form 
implying a “bad smell.” (Gannett.) 

Soap Creex. A small stream in the southeastern part of Jackson 
Township. It rises in the southern part of section 22 with a branch 
in section 27, runs southeast to the Mississippi River on the west side 
of section 36. In approaching Keokuk, the old Keokuk & Northwestern 
(now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad leaves the divide 
and follows the valley of Soap Creek. 

Sourn Avucusra. A village on the Skunk River, in the northwest 
quarter of section 25 of Denmark Township, opposite Augusta, Des 
Moines County. Here in 1835 John Whitaker erected a sawmill. The 
village of South Augusta was surveyed by George Berry, April 19, 1842 
The name, South Augusta, is locally descriptive. No permanent town 
developed. Augusta, Des Moines County, was probably directly or in- 
directly named for Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia. The nearby 
township and village in Hancock County, Illinois, was named fo1 
Augusta, Georgia, after the old home place of the first settlers, and may 
have suggested the name for the Iowa village. Augusta, Georgia, was 
settled by immigrants from England during the reign of King George 
II and named in honor of the royal princess Augusta. 

Sourn Frankiin. A Station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad in the south part of section 35 of Franklin Township. The 
village of South Franklin was laid out by P. Henry Smith, August 22, 
1872. ‘The name is locally descriptive, the place being named after the 
inland village of Franklin, about two miles to the north. 

Srone. The name of a rural school jn the south central part of 
section 3 of Washington Township, about two miles southeast of the 
village of Denmark. The name is probably derived from the material 
used in the construction of the school building. 

Srone Cortiecr. The name of a rural school in the west central part 
of section 27 of Marion Township, about a mile and a half south of 
Pilot Grove Station, on the farm of Elias Overton, who settled in the 
vicinity in 1836.7 

Srrive Prarie. An early post office indicated on Henn, Williams 
map of Iowa, 1854, and other, early maps. It was in the southwestern 
part of section 15 of Des Moines Township. A long, narrow strip of 
prairie, between woods, ran northwest and southeast through this 
vicinity, hence the name String Prairie is locally descriptive. The 
Washburn rural school is in the northwestern corner of the same section 

Suspistrrcr Scuoot No. 1. The locally descriptive name of a rural 
school in the southwestern part of the north section 32 of Green Bay 
Township. 


71Geology of Lee Co., by C. R. Keyes, 1895, p. 312. 
72Andreas’ Atlas, 1874, p. 51. 
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Surpistricr Scwoor No. 3. The name of a rural school on the west 
side of section 19 of Green Bay Township, about a half mile west of 
Wescott Station. 

Suspisrricr Scuoor No. 4. This rural school is located near the 
northwestern corner of section 15 of Green Bay Township, about two 
miles southeast of Wever, and by the early Green Bay post office. 

Sucar Creek. A station on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railway in the southwestern part of section 24 in the southwestern part 
of Jackson Township. It was named after the nearby Sugar Creek. 

Sucar Creek. This stream rises in the northeastern part of section 
29 of Cedar Township, flows southeast across Harrison, Charleston, and 
Des Moines townships, and thence southwest across Jackson 'Township 
to the Des Moines River in section 25. In pioneer days maple sugar 
was obtained from the groves of sugar maple (Acer saccharum, also 
known as rock or hard maple) which occurred along the stream course 
This circumstance gave the creek its name, a locally descriptive one. 
The stream is also known as West Sugar Creek in contradistinction to 
the eastern one in Lee County, also known as Sugar Creek. On Jesse 
Williams’ map, 1840, and on Nicollet’s map, 1843, the name is Half-breed 
Creek. This name was for the Half-breed Tract through which the 
stream flows. 


Sucar Creek. This stream has several long branches. The main 
stream rises in the northeastern part of section 6 of Marion Township, 
flows southeast across Marion, Franklin, and West Point townships, and 
unites with Little Devil Creek near the center of section 15 of Jefferson 
Township to form Big Devil Creek. The name of the creek is due to 
the presence of groves of sugar maples (Acer saccharum) which were 
formerly in abundance along the stream, hence locally descriptive. The 
stream is also known as East Sugar Creek in contradistinction to the 
western one in Lee County, also known as Sugar Creek. On the United 
States soil map, 1916, the name is given as Big Sugar Creek from its 
source to the Mississippi River, thus jncluding the portion formerly 
called Big Deyil Creek. 

Summrr. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincey Railroad, 
about two miles north of the city of Fort Madison, in or near section 28 
of Washington ‘Township. As the place is on rising ground overlooking 
the Mississippi River the name is locally descriptive. . 

Summrr, ‘The locally deseriptive name for a rural school on the 
ridge road in the southeast central part of section 8 of Jackson 'Town- 
ship. 

Summiivitie, A former post office and a hamlet in the west central 
part of section 33 of Montrose Township. 'The name appears to be 
locally descriptive as the place is on rising ground along the ridge road, 
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A station on the old Keokuk & Northwestern (now the Chicago, Burl- 
ington & Quincy) Railroad in the near vicinity still carries the name. 

The post office of Summitville, Iowa, was established May 6, 1847, 
with William S. Sorton, postmaster. His succesors were: James Sprote, 
November 8, 1849; Thomas Sprote, July 20, 1852; Isaiah Gilmere, 
December 14, 1853; Jacob Y. Anthony, February 19, 1856; N. Smith, 
December 12, 1856; Edward Wickersham, May 5, 1857; Edward F. 
Dixie, March 11, 1859; J. Q. A. Dehuff, August 15, 1859; Jacob Ren- 
walt, March 17, 1860; John A. Cluster, April 3, 1860; Elkanah Little, 
August 12, 1863; Jacob Renwald, February 23, 1864; John H. Renwald, 
August 17, 1892; Charles C. Mullikin, November 3, 1893; Horatio S. 
Brown, March 27, 1902; Earl A. McKee, February 11, 1914; Alice Y. 
McKee, October 1, 1914; and Mary B. Brown, March 20, 1918, who 
served until the office was discontinued, May 31, 1919. 


Surron Creex. This small stream rises in the north central part of 
section 22 of Pleasant Ridge Township, flows northwest and northeast 
and jnto Henry County on the north side of section 3, reaching the 
Skunk River in the near vicinity. 

Turner’s Prarrie. A small prairie in the southern part of Jackson 
Township, mainly in section 29. It was named for local landowners, 
John F., James P., Davis C., and William H. Turner. It was also known 
as Lower Sand Prajrie, in contradistinction to Sand Prairie in the 
vicinity of Vincennes.*?  ‘Turner’s Prairie is a second bottom to the 
Des Moines River. 

Tuscarora. A pioneer place at the cross highways in the south- 
eastern part of section 8 of Franklin Township. The place is named 
on Henn, Williams’ map of Iowa, 1854, and other, early maps. A hamlet 
clusterd about the common corner of sections 8, 9, 16, and 17, near 
the headwaters of the east Sugar Creek. Two or three farm dwellings 
still indicate the vicinity. The name is for the Tuscarora Indians, one 
of the confederated Iroquois tribes. A village in Livingston County, 
New York, four townships, a village, and a river in Pennsylyenia have 
this name. On some of the early maps as Plumbe’s, 1839, the name is 
spelled Tuscarorah. 

The post office named Tuscarora, Iowa, was established September 
19, 1840, with Jeremiah McCollister, postmaster. His successors were: 
William Dunlap, May 30, 1842; Thomas W. Taylor, January 20, 1845; 
Fieming G. Paine, June 19, 1849; James Reid, November 14, 1849; 
George Grigsby, January 28, 1850; and Nathaniel Ives, August 23, 1851. 
The name of the post office was changed to Dover, January 6, 1853, 
with a new appointment, which see. 

Union. The name of a rural school on the south side of section 11 
of Jefferson Township, about a mile and a half southeast of Viele. 


Union. The name of a rural school on the east side of section 25 


73I[bid., p. 91; History of Lee County, 1879, p. 324, 


52 ANNALS OF IOWA 


of Van Buren Township, about three miles northwest of Belfast and 
on the east line of the township. The school obviously serves both Van 
Buren and Charleston townships, hence the name Union. 

Uprer Castro Istanp. An island along the Mississippi River on the 
east side of Jefferson Township in sections 13 and 24. 

Vautey. The name of a rural school in or near the northwest corner 
of section 9 of Montrose Township, about two miles northwest of the 
village of Montrose. The location being on the low ground along Jack 
Creek near the Mississippi River the name is locally descriptive. 

Vatiey Cauren. The name of a rural church on the highway near 
Hog Thief Creek in the west side of section 28 of Jackson Township. 
Apparently the name is locally descriptive. 

Van Buren. This township is on the southwest side of Lee County, 
along the Des Moines River, south of Harrison and west of Charleston 
townships, and east of Van Buren County. It comprises the fractional 
part of congressional township 67 north, range 7 west. Settlement began 
in 1836. The township was created on order of the County Board of 
Supervisors at the regular January meeting, 1841. The township was 
named for Martin Van Buren (1782-1862), the eighth president of the 
United States (1837-1841). 


Van Buren. The name of a post office established January 7, 1849, 


later changed to Warren, which see. The name was in honor of Martin . 


Van Buren, ex-president of the United States. 


Van Buren. The name of a rural school near the forks of the high- 
way on the north side of section 11 of Van Buren Township. It re- 
ceives its name from the township in which it is situated. 


Viete. A station at the junction of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad on the east side of section 9 of Jefferson Township. A post 
office was early established and maintained for many years. The place 
was named in honor of Judge Philip Viele, of Fort Madison, the pioneer 
lawyer of Lee County. Mr. Viele was born at Pittstown, Rensselaer 
County, New York, September 10, 1799. He came to Fort Madison, 
June 2, 1837. He was chairman of the first Republican state convention 
held at Towa City in 1856. In 1859 he was a member of the Iowa State 
Board of Education. In 1870 he was treasurer and financial agent of 
the Fort Madison, Farmington & Western Railroad (now a part of 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system). As he had brought the 
proposed road from a failure to a success he was gratefully remembered 
by having the station named for him. (See his life by D. F. Miller in 
Andreas’ Atlas of Lee County, 1874, p. 30-31.) 

The post office of Viele, Iowa, was established December 6, 1873, 
by changing the name of a post office in the vicinity known as Jeffer- 
sonville, This was done during the incumbency of Daniel Weese, the 
postmaster, who had been appointed May 20, 1868, His successors were: 
Frank A, Worsig, April 17, 1876; Joseph O, Jones, January 3, 1879; 
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H. C. W. Eppers, April 4, 1881; J. O. Jones, November 21, 1881; and 
Albert Osborn, January 20, 1882, under whom the office was discon- 
tinued June 1, 1882. The office was re-established June 9, 1882, with 
Albert Osborn, postmaster. His suecesors were: Joseph O. Jones, July 
14, 1888; David Osborn, June 22, 1889; Clifton H. Frizelle, August 5, 
1890; David Osborn, May 18, 1893; Joseph O. Jones, January 11, 1896; 
Mary Bubner, June 13, 1896; Francis L. Keran, August 21, 1897; Mary 
Bubner, January 18, 1899; and Francis. L. Keran, March 24, 1903, under 
whom the office was again discontinued June 29, 1907. The office was 
again re-established August 31, 1907, with John M. Kudebek, postmaster, 
who served until the office was finaly discontinued July 31, 1911. 

Virte. The name of a rural school on the south side of section 9 of 
Jefferson Township, about a mile southwest of Viele junction, after 
which it was named. 


Vincennes. A pioneer village in the southwest corner of section. 20 
of Des Moines Township, on the old Des Moines Valley (now the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific) Railway. The place was doubtless named 
after Vincennes, Knox County, Indiana, which in turn was named for 
the fort built by Sieur de Vincennes. Later the name of the Iowa 
village was changed to Sand Prairie, though the early established post 
office still retains the name Vincennes. 

The post office at Vincennes was established under the name of 
Camargo, January 15, 1852, with George Smoot, postmaster. He was 
succeeded by J. McDaniel, November 1, 1854, who served until the 
name of the office was changed to Vincennes, March 16, 1858, with the 
apointment of Lewis B. Wayland, postmaster. His successors were: 
Joseph Peigman, July 14, 1858; Jesse W. Berry, June 25, 1859; Mrs. 
Esther R. Berry, January 19, 1863; William T. Blackburn, April 18, 
1864; Braxton C. Berry, February 13, 1865; Osman N. Steele, February 
9, 1866; Charles P. James, July 1, 1867; William D. Griffith, December 
22, 1870; William C. Lockwood, May 1, 1882; Horace C. Sargent, Jr., 
October 30, 1884; Quartis Mott, July 31, 1905; Justus EK. Garard, March 
30, 1886; Ferdinand W. Griffith, March 28, 1889; Daisy A. Early, May 
21, 1890; Hettie M. Rider, August 24, 1892; George S. Scott, April 18, 
1896; Martha Scott, November 18, 1896; Robert W. Cruze, May 17, 
1899; Henry Chronicle, May 26, 1906; John W. Walker, May 10, 1917; 
Mary A. Storms, September 16, 1918; Rose M. Case, February 15, 1921; 
and Ida Lawson Rooney, March 13, 1925, the present postmaster. 

Warren. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 
in the southwestern part of section 36 of Harrison Township. 

A post office named Warren was established in the vicinity many 
years before the advent of the railway which gave the name to the 
station. The name of the post office was doubtless in memory of Gen- 
eral Joseph Warren (1741-1775) of Revolutionary fame, killed in the 
battle of Bunker’s Hill, June 17, 1775. 
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The post office of Warren, Iowa, was established under the name of 
Van Buren, January 7, 1849, with George Wilson, postmaster. The 
name of the office was changed to Warren, December 24, 1849, with the 
appointment of Lewis it. Bijsell, postmaster. His successors were: 
Benjamin Arnold, February 24, 1852; Benjamin Holland, January 20, 
1853; John Herron, October 28, 1854; John D. Anderson, July 16, 1861; 
John G. Walker, September 30, 1867; J. W. Lafever, August 31, 1868; 
J. W. Dean, September 26, 1870; Thomas B. Russell, March 15, 1871; 
George W. Holmes, December 18, 1871; Michael W. Mitchel, March 27, 
1874; Frank A. Wissig, September 30, 1880; Alfred H. Wissig, March 
15, 1881; Samuel Stephenson, October 13, 1881; John Rube, Jr., April 
14, 1884; John F. Russell, April 27, 1885; J. H. Underwood, December 
10, 1896; Daniel Hoover, December 14, 1898; and Elizabeth A. Walling- 
ford, April 8, 1901, who served until the office was discontinued, August 
31, 1904. 


Wasnuzurn. A rural school in the northwestern corner of section 15 
of Des Moines Township, about a mile southeast of the village of 
Argyle. It was apparently so named after S. S. Washburn, an early 
and large landowner in the vicinity. 


Wasuinoron. This township lies in the eastern part of Lee County, 
south of Denmark, west of Green Bay, north of Madison, and east of 
West Point townships. It comprises congressional township 68 north, 
range 4 west. Settlement began with John Box jn 1833. The civil 
township was created by order of the Board of County Commissioners 
at the regular January meeting, 1841, and the first election was to be 
held at the schoolhouse on the sixteenth section. The township was 
named for General George Washington (1732-1799), the military leader 
of the American Revolution and the first president (1789-1797) of the 
United States. 


Wasruncron. The name of a rural school on the east side of section 
31 of Cedar Township, about a mile south of the hamlet of Big Mound. 

Wenpva, The name of a rural school about two miles northwest of the 
city of Keokuk on the west side of section 22 of Jackson Township. 

Wescorr. A station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad 
in the south central part of section 19 of Green Bay Township. ‘The 
place was apparently named for C. L. Wescott, a resident of the vicinity. 


Wesr Porn. This township lies near the central part of Lee County, - 
south of Pleasant Ridge, west of Washington, north of Jefferson, and 
east of Franklin townships. It comprises congressional township 68 
north, range 5 west. The civil township was created on order of the 
Board of County Commissioners at the regular January meeting, 1841, 


the first election to be held at the village of West Point, after which 
village the township was named. 


Wesr Porny. A village on the old Chicago, Fort Madison & Des 
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Moines (now the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railroad, in the east- 
ern part of section 5 of West Point Township. The town site was 
claimed by a squatter named Whittaker in 1834. The claim was pur- 
chased by John L. Cotton and John Howell in 1835. Abraham Hun- 
sicker purchased the site, laid out a square and a tier of lots on each 
side. John L. Cotton built a log cabin on the northwest corner of the 
square and opened a store and the village was known as Cotton Town, 
after the storekeeper. In May, 1836, the claim of Hunsicker was pur- 
chased by William Patterson, Hawkins Taylor, A. H. Walker, and 
Green Casey, Kentuckians. The new proprietors laid out additional 
lots which were sold at public sale on September 10, 1836, at an average 
price of about $40. “The name of West Point was given to it [the 
village] at the suggestion of the officers of the garrison at Fort Des 
Moines (Montrose), who agreed, if allowed to name the town, to pur- 
chase a number of lots.”™ Thus was the Iowa village named after West 
Point, New York, the home of the military school of the United States, 
the alma mater of the officers interested in the naming. The village was 
incorporated in 1854 and up to 1879 and later West Point was the 
largest inland town in Lee County, having about 1200 people. Even- 
tually a railroad was built through the place. From 1843-1845 West 
Point was the county seat of Lee County. 

The post office of West Point, Iowa, was established September 7, 
1838, with the appointment of Aren Dodd, postmaster. His successors 
were: Jacob Thomas, January 23, 1840; William Alexander, October. 4, 
1841; Jabez H. Babcock, December 3, 1845; Adolphus Salmon, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1846; Edward A. Gibbs, August 6, 1849; William Werner, 
April 14, 1853; William Alexander, March 25, 1861; Herman Welsing, 
September 3, 1866; William 'T. Pittman, May 18, 1869; B. F. Woodman, 
August 23, 1872; Charles Martin, June 14, 1875; James M. Evans, 
December 13, 1875; Edgar D. Stoddard, December 6, 1877; John Kemp- 
ker, January 18, 1886; Alvin K. Stoddard, April 17, 1889; Henry 
Pogge, April 14, 18938; John G. Fett, May 14, 1897; Robert A. Gardner, 
March 9, 1901; William D. Schulte, July 23, 1913; Louise Schulte, 
January 15, 1920; Ezebiel D. Steinhilber, July 27, 1920; William A. 
Brinck, November 9, 1921; and Helene F. Brinck, June 23, 1926, the 
present postmaster. 

Wever. A hamlet on or near the south side of section 5 of Green Bay 
Township, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. It is about 
a mile northeast of the earlier platted village of Jollyville. On some 
maps the Jollyville site is erroneously named Wever. Some of the 
earlier maps give the station on the north side of section 8. As a place- 
name this form of the word is unusual if not unique. The place was 
probably named for General Clark R. Wever, a native of Jefferson 
County, New York. He was an early resident of Fort Madison, a vet- 
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eran of the Civil War, engaged in banking, and became wealthy. He 
died, February 20, 1874. 

A post ‘office in the vicinity, known as Jollyville, was changed to 
Wever, October 12, 1873, with the appointment of Benjamin Slack, 
postmaster. His successors were: Isham B. Shaw, March 3, 1870; Wil- 
liam O. Underwood, July 7, 1871; William Prescott, March 27, 1877; 
Jacob B. Alter, November 12, 1879; Elisha Cook, December 10, 1879; 
Elisha W. Green, January 4, 1886; Elisha Cook, April 4, 1889; John 
Bergundthal, January 24, 1891; Harvey Chestnut, December 24, 1892; 
Harry H. Hyter, May 19, 1893; Elisha Cook, June 18, 1897; Edward 
T. Saunders, May 29, 1900; Harry J. Bergundthal, August 27, 1991; 
John Blume, July 3, 1906; Harlie A. Shepherd, September 8, 1914; and 
Harry G. Liddle, March 21, 1919, the present postmaster. 

Wurre Oar Grove. The name of a rural school near the center of 
section 4 of Jefferson Township, on a divide or ridge road. It receives 
its name because of the prevalence of groves of white oaks (Quercus 
alba) in the vicinity. 

Wurrr’s Iowa Instrrure or Manvat Lasor. The building is in the 
southeast corner of section 14 of Cedar Township. The land js all of 
section 13, east half of section 14, northeast fourth of section 23, and 
the north half of section 24. The institution was founded by Joshua 
White, a wealthy benevolent Quaker of Philadelphia, after whom it was 
named. Mr. White donated $20,000 which was to be controlled by a 
board selected by the Yearly Meeting of Orthodox Friends. The in- 
stitution was for a time leased to the state of Iowa for a reformatory 
institution.*® 

Waurrre Lane. The early name of this rural post office was Cammack- 
ville and it was located in Cedar Township. The name was changed 
to White Lane, May 10, 1875, with C. A. Wolf, postmaster. The name 
White Lane js for White’s Iowa Institute of Manual Labor which was 
in the immediate vicinity of the post office and because the office was 
located on a highway or rural lane. The post office was discontinued 
May 31, 1876, 

Wicox. The name of a former rural school in the southeast corner 
of section 30 of Marion Township. It was named for Berry Wilcoxson, 
a prominent resident of the vicinity. Mr. Wilcoxson was a native ot 
Franklin County, Kentucky, born in February, 1804. He came to Lee 
County in the spring of 1843 and resided on his farm until he retired in 


1879."7 At the schoolhouse the first war meeting of Marion Township 
was held in 1861. 


Yearcervitte. A former station on the old Keokuk & Northwestern 


Railroad in Charleston Township.”8 It was probably named for Ed- 
mund Jaeger, an early and a prominent resident of Lee County. The 
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name of the station apparently has a phonetic as well as a misspelling. 
It should be Jaegerville, 

Yettow Banks. A locally descriptive name for the cliff-like hills 
along the Des Moines River, in the northwestern part of section 30 of 
Jackson Township.79 

ZakanemMia. The name of the plat of a projected, pioneer town 
somewhere in Lee County. It was the subject of an act to provide for 
the assessment and collection of taxes by the legislature of the Territory 
of Iowa, approved February 17, 1842. (Laws, 1841-42, p. 90.) Zara- 
hemla is a Book of Mormon name frequently used for a country and an 
individual (Mosiah 1, v. 1, et seq.) Evidently the projectors were Mor- 
mons or Latter Day Saints. There is or was a place in Lafayette 
County, Wisconsin, named Zarahemla (sometimes misspelled Zarahelma), 
so named for the same reason as was the Lee County, Iowa, village. 
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DEATH OF A UNION SOLDIER 


We noticed yesterday the death, on the steamer, Des Moines 
City, of J. H. Brady, a member of Company D, Second Iowa 
Regiment, who was wounded at the charge of Fort Donelson. 
This young soldier was about eighteen years of age and was 
- from Saylorville, in this county, where his parents reside. It is 
a sad reflection that after all his efforts to die among the asso- 
ciations of home he yielded up his life before the task was ac- 
complished. Almost in sight of his home, his eyes closed on mortal 
scenes, 

The funeral of the young soldier will take place at Saylorville 
this morning at half past ten o’clock. The discourse will be de- 
livered at the church in the village, after which interment will 
take place at the Buzick grave-yard near Crawford’s Mills, some 
four or five miles from Des Moines. Our citizens, as many as 
possible, ought to turn out——Daily State Register, Des Moines, 
Iowa, May 2, 1862. (In the Newspaper Division of the His- 
torical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa.) 


wi 


ADOPTION AMONG THE INDIANS OF IOWA 
By Epaar R. Harian 


Jonas M. Poweshiek, an employee of our institution, is a full 
blooded Mesquakie, born on the Tama “reservation” on January 
1, 1895. He was near completing the course at Carlisle at the 
outbreak of the World War when he enlisted. Soon after his 
service ended he was married to Ruth Moore, whom Jonas had 
met at Carlisle, a full blooded Sac, born on the Sac lands in 
Oklahoma. Their first child was a son who died in his second 
year, and there was “‘adopted to” them in his place the little son 
of John Young Bear of the Mesquakies at Tama. On the death 
of the little daughter of Moses Slick of the Mesquakies, the 
little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Poweshiek was “adopted to” 
Mr. and Mrs. Slick. We asked Jonas to write for us his ex- 
planation in our language of this adoption. 

Upon the death of Ruth’s father there had been “‘adopted to” 
her Wa-ba-ska, a grandson of the great Black Hawk, who had 
likewise been ‘adopted to” Jim Thorp on the death of Thorp’s 
father. Black Hawk’s grandson then is the father of Thorp and 
Mrs. Poweshiek. 

In the following article it will be noticed that “adoption” is 
used in two senses, first, as the act of adopting, and second, as 
the ceremony accompanying adoption. Thus when it is said in 
the last paragraph of the article “the family giving the adoption” 
etc., the word “adoption” is used in the sense of the ceremony 
of adoption. Attention is called to the unaltered eee of this 
Indian composition. 

It is to be observed that the sadness and stillness the death 
of an Indian occasions ends in the early phases, and the return 
of gayety and social activity is in the later phases of the adop- 
tion ceremony. “Civilization” has its annual lenten season that 
ends with Easter. Private bereavement puts-on and off its badge 
of mourning, its somber garb. We have often been seriously 
asked by our good Mesquakie friends of Tama to explain our 
“way.” Iowa “savage” culture had and retains its grief, its 
mourning, and its retrieveal from bereavement. We have been 
asked by white friends to explain these Indian rites. 

We can only say to both that these practices of either race 
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may seem to the other curious, ludicrous. They are all mere 
“superstitious rites” to some in both cultures who are “holier than 
thou” toward sacred things in all cultures. In Indian bereave- 
ments, however, the interment and all attendant practices retain 
their aboriginal sincerity. They beget respect in anyone of any 
culture who gives fair thought to death. 

As additional information upon the adoption practice of the 
Indians of Iowa, a letter of General Joseph M. Street is pre- 
sented herewith. We have been aware of the substantial identity 
of the custom among the Sac, Fox and Winnebago peoples both 
in ancient and present times, but as to the Sioux we learn from 
General Street’s letter more than from any other reliable Iowa 
source. 


Des Moines, Iowa, June 1, 1928. 

Friday morning June 1, 1928, I received word from my sister Mary 
that she was requested to notify Ruth and me that Moses Slick and his 
wife and the rest of their family had chosen our little girl, Gloria 
Poweshiek, to adopt on Sunday June 3, 1928, to take the place of Mr. 
and Mrs. Slicks’ baby girl that they had lost recently. 

There is no history as to when the adoption was first started, how- 
ever it is an old, old custom that is still being carried on among the 
Sac and Foxes of the Mississippi now in Tama, Tama County, Iowa. 

When any one family loses any relation by death, it has always 
been a custom to give an adoption. The father and mother have the 
right to choose whom they wish to adopt as their relation, and on the 
other hand if they cannot agree on any certain one, then the older 
Indians are consulted to give their advice as to whom they should adopt 
and why. 

The rules are that the people who are to give an adoption, choose 
some one with a good, clean record, and also as near the same age as 
the one that has passed away, and some one that was his or her close 
friend. 

By these adoptions relationships are formed, and they consider each 
other as such, and by so doing it helps the families to overcome their 
grief, and in time of need they always have some one to help them 
which is always cheerfully done. 

On the evening before the adoption, usually the father or some one 
delegated goes to the home of the person who is to be adopted and in- 
vites the person over to his home for the evening meal. After the meal 
the person is requested to appear the following day at a certain hour, 
then the ceremonies begin for the occasion and it generally lasts from 
three to four hours, depending on the games played. 

The person that is to be adopted is required by custom to take along 
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a certain number of goods—beads, bracelets, two blankets, and a pair 
of moccasins. The person should have on Indian style made clothes. 
The clothing should not necessarily be new, however they do make new 
clothing altogether now. 

The person to be adopted upon arriving at a fixed time is immedi- 
ately taken care of by attendants selected for this purpose by the party 
giving the adoption. 

The meal is all ready, a special table being set for the person 
adopted, and two persons especially invited to eat with the person 
adopted. Upon entering the lodge it is customary for the person 
adopted to go around the right hand side of the fireplace four times 
and then sit down for the meal. New dishes are used, in fact every- 
thing that is used is new, and upon departing dishes are washed and 
everything used given to the person. 

In case of an infant being adopted, such as our little girl Gloria, 
the people giving the adoption take a spoon and let the baby taste 
everything that is set on the table, then the mother does the eating 
for the child. All the other food for the feast is ready, long mats are 
spread on the ground outside, table cloth on top and food of every 
description placed on the table and every one present is invited to take 
part in the feast. 

Just before the feast a member of the family giving the adoption 
gets a small wooden bowl and puts into it a little of each food that is 
on the table and takes it back into the lodge and places it near the fire 
in remembrance of all their relations that are gone, and the name of 
each person is mentioned as far back as the speaker can remember. 

During the feast outside the person adopted has finished eating, then 
an older member of the tribe begins to talk to the adopted and the 
family giving the adoptions, telling them the requirements that is ex- 
pected of both parties in the future. 

The person adopted is then being changed of clothing, new clothes 
put on, hair combed and face painted. Many gifts are given to the 
adopted. 

The person giving the talk said that the young couple had been in 
grief since they lost their little girl, and among the infants of the 
Reservation they had chosen Gloria Poweshiek to adopt to take the 
place of their lost child, thereby taking away all grief and that they 
should all feel happy again, not to grieve any more, and that they 
should love one another, visit each other often, consider each other as 
relations, and the parents of Gloria should tell her what has taken place 
today when she is old enough to understand, 

By the time the feast is over the person adopted is ready to go out 
side, Indian tobacco is given and the adopted throws some of it out 
through the east door and then walks around to the right four times 
and goes out the west door. She is given eight sticks and when the 
adopted gets outside she goes among the crowd and gives to whom 
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she or he wishes. It is a sign of an invitation to dance and to take 
part in whatever games are played. 

After the little sticks are given away the person adopted takes a 
place and stands at attention. In our case Mrs. Poweshiek carried 
Gloria on her back and performed all duties for her. 

Three men who understand the rulings and songs take their place 
just a few feet back of the adopted, they sit down on the ground, one 
has the tom-tom, one a gourd and the third has a staff. Then they 
proceed with four adoption songs and after that they sing dance songs, 
using four. The ones that got the sticks gather toward the center and 
dance. The person adopted dances also and takes part in the games. 

After they dance four times they each get three or four yards of 
goods and then women’s dice game is played; each time goods are put 
up or beads and the person making most points the first round wins. 
They play until all the goods and beads are gone. 

When a boy or man is adopted they have dancing, a card game and 
an Indian lacrosse game. 

It is a belief among the Sac and Fox Indians that after a person 
dies the soul remains until after the adoption, then it departs to the 
happy hunting ground. 

After the adoption is over, members of the family giving the adoption 
assist the person they have adopted to the vehicle, they carry the goods 
for the person and other gifts, food is also taken that is already cooked, 
which is put up in new buckets, and the ceremonies for the day are 
over. 

Jonas M. Powesiiex. 


10n board the S. Boat Warrior in the 
Mississippi below Rock Island 12 June 1833. 
Genl. William Clark 
Sup. Intd. Ind. Affs. at 
St. Louis, 
Sir, 

I some time since received a letter from the Ind. Agent at Rock- 
Island, requesting me to obtain some Sauk & Fox prisoners, which it is 
alledged the Sioux yet retain, and send them to Rock Island. I merely 
turned over the letter to the Sioux Agent & wrote the Sac Agent that 
I was not the Agent of the Sioww. As I am more intimately ac- 
quainted with the subject than either the Sac or Sioux Agents can be, 
as they have not been with the Indians during the period in which these 
transactions occurred, on reflection I have considered it a duty to ex- 
plain all I know to you in relation to these prisoners. 

The Sioux in the battle with the Sacs & Foxes last Summer lost 
several influential men, and others were severely wounded. Whenever 
this is the case Indians expect to kill the prisoners taken, or to adopt 


iThe style of spelling, punctuation, etc., used by General Street in his letter 
is followed herein,—Editor. 
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them into the families that have experienced the greatest suffering by 
death in the contest. After the Battle they preemptorily refused to 
surrender the prisoners to the Demand made in the name of Colo. 
Taylor. I sent subsequently two Special Expresses, (the last a highly 
influential man) to get the prisoners, and nothing prevented my per- 
sonally going up for them but the order of Genl. Scott, to be at Rock 
Island by a particular day. By my last messenger I sent a written 
talk to their old chief Wabashaw, and he came down with his warriors 
& principal men, and the greater part of the prisoners and went on 
to Rock Island. He told me all could not be brought as some were far 
distant in the Wintering grounds; but that I should have all but 2 or 3 
which he hoped his great Father would not force them to give up. 
These were delivered to Genl. Scott at R. I. and a small Girl who had 
lost her Father mother and all near relations in the War, and had been 
previously adopted into the family of the Old Sioux Chief Wabashaw, 
on his petition was given to him by Genl. S. and he took her home. 
The Chief & his Squaw, believe she greatly resembles a daughter they 
had recently burried, and she is treated with uncommon attention and 
unbounded affection, as their daughter returned from the World of 
Spirits. An other, and one of those specially required, was taken in 
the battle and given to a great Warrior, who being mortally wounded 
lived several weeks, after his return, and then died in his lodge sur- 
rounded by his family, and this young Sauk prisoner. A _ respectable 
man, then acting as my Agent was present in the lodge when the 
prisoner by his voluntary consent was adopted by the Sioux as the 
head of his family. A council was collected in the lodge of the dying 
man, and the Sauk was present. The dying Sioux enquired of the Sauk, 
about his family and relations, and finding by his answers that he had 
lost all his nearest relations the Sioux proceeded. You see this woman 
and that little Boy, I am their only support. I am about to pass away. 
And who will take care of and comfort them? They will soon have 
no person to hunt for them. I received my death-wound in the battle 
when you were taken, and your friends slain. I shall very soon pass 
away and who will take my place in this family?—The Sioux paused 
and then proceeded—My Son, (speaking to the Young Sauke) will you 
relinquish your country and your people, when there is no Father, or 
wife, Mother or child, brother or Sister expecting you, and looking 
for your return, and fill my place in this family? Will you take care 
of this woman and this child? Will you comfort and feed them?—After 
a long silence the Sauk, replied slowly with his eyes cast to the ground 
—I have heard all you have said and considered it. It is true—I have 
no dear friends to return to, & I have no strong desire to go to my 
people. The places where I have lived with those I loved, will look — 
gloomy, and my heart will feel sore when I see my people & miss those 
who loved me. I have no wish to return to scenes that will remind me 
of my lost friends. Here all is new to me, and I will make this my 
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new home—I will take care of this woman & this Boy and they shall 
be dear to my heart just as they are dear to your heart. I promise to 
comfort & feed them, and love them as you have loved them. And 
when you have passed away, they will be to me what they are to you. 
They then shook hands and all went out but the two men, the woman 
and the little Boy. A few days after the Warrior Chief died, & the 
Young Sauke, took his place in his family, and is now an active hunter 
and the Squaw & their little Boy are his family. He dresses like the 
Sioux, hunts when & where he pleases and could go to his country 
whenever he pleased. Yet he renounced his people, & is in fact a 
Sioux & never can be induced to leave them. 

How can the Govt. interfere in these cases?—Of the others I do not 
know, and untill the receipt of the Sac Agents letters, I was unap- 
prised there was any beside these two. Nor do I believe there is any 
others.—My individual belief is, that it is an effort to raise a ground 
of complaint against the Sioux. 

The Sacs & Foxes mean to be revenged upon the Sioux for following 
those who escaped from Genl. Atkinson. If they can make out some 
plausable pretext will—if not they will do it at all risques. And to this, 
white-persons advise them. Cast your eyes over an annonymous para- 
graph in the St Louis Republican of the early part of this month or 
last of May. The Writer says—who instigated the Sioux to persue & 
Massacre the fugitive Sacs & Foxes who had escaped across the Mis- 
sissippt and were returning to their homes? More of this Annon.—l! 
quote from recollection after a hasty perusal, as my time while at St. 
Louis did not permit me leisure to examine all that had been published. 
Is not this singular language for white-men? The Sioux Menominees 
and Winnibeagoes of My Agency, had been urged by me to persue the 
course they did in the whole war,—and in the permit of the “fugitive’’ 
Sacs & Foxes, the Sioux were acting in strict obedience to the directions 
of Genl. Atkinson, who specially sent them in persuit of the Sacs & 
Foxes. I have many strange facts yet to develope in relation to the 
Sacs & Foxes—but my letter is now too long. 

I saw Keokuck to day on his way to the trial of the Indians he 
gave up for murdering a white-man last summer in Hancock Co. IIl. 
Why does the Govt. and its agents suffer this farce with all its at- 
tendant experiences to go on? I know that neither of these Indians can 
be convicted, and so does Keokuck—-And I would not have received 
them of Keokuck. Keokuck knew when he gave up those Indians that 
he could exprisly prove them all innocent & many miles distant at the 
moment the Murder was committed. He knew who did the murder— 
and he now Knows. The Indian who murdered the white-man came 
directly to Keokuck, and told him what he had done—Keokuck had just 


heard of the compleate destruction of the Black Hawks party, and 


he was greatly alarmed. Keokuck said to the murderer, “My Son you 
have acted foolishly—I must go to Rock Island and let the great Chief 
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Know what you have done, and if he desires it I must deliver you to 
him.” And he immediately came to R. I. and gave the first notice of 
the murder. Now, Sir, is it not the extreme of folly to receive any 
but this murderer from Keokuck? The men he delivered & the Agent 
recd. he knew could be proved innocent, & he has gone to do it. 
These are the things that lessen us in the estimation of the Indians, and 
give them an idea of fancied superiority. Had I been the Agent, I 
would never have recd. those Indians, and I would now give them up to 
Keokuck this day & make a new demand of the murderers—Yes I would 
say in his “teeth” You know the murderers, and before one dollar of 
the annuity by the Treaty of 1832 is paid you must deliver to me as 
the representative of your Great Father the President, the murderers. 

Keokuck now wants of me he says to day, the Prophets wife & 
children and the horses taken from them & Black Hawks party. I re- 
ferred him to you. But they never shall have either unless I am pre- 
emptorily ordered to deliver them. And if such is required, I have 
much to say, why in point of justice & policy, it should not be done. 
The Prophets family are Winnebeagoes—Keokuck acknowledged to day 
his wife a full Winebeagoe—And the Horses were the prise of the 
captors. 

I am with great respect 
Your Mo. obt-St. 
Jos. M. Street, U. S. 
Ind. Agent. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE NICHINABOTTENA 
[NISHNABOTNA] 


The undersigned have erected a bridge across the Nichnabotna 
(Nishnabotna) River at the Rock Ford at their own expense, 
directly on the Route from St. Joseph, Mo., to Kanesville, Old 
Fort Kearney and the Mouth of Platte River. The road is excel- 
lent and the Bottoms is above high water mark. Emigrants can 
cross with safety and without delay. Charges cheap. And they 
leave it to the decerning public to say whether they shall be pat- 


ronized or not. Canster & Livermore. 


Fremont County, Iowa, May 1, 1850.—3m.—The Frontier 
Guardian, Kanesville, (Council Bluffs), Iowa, June 12, 1850. (In 


the Newspaper Division of the Historical, Memorial and Art De- 
partment of Towa.) 
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A SYSTEM OF HANDLING AND DEPOSITING 
PERSONAL ARCHIVES 


By Exvien D. Spaurpine 
In the summer of 1920 began our survey of manuscript collec- 
tions in other institutions. Our present system of handling and 
preserving private papers resulted. 
At the New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord, Otis 


Hammond, curator, the manuscripts were kept in a large com- 


bination locked vault. Many were bound in fine bindings, and 
others were kept in steel vertical filing cases. All envelopes and 
unimportant letters and papers were discarded. 

Julius Herbert Tuttle of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety, Boston, curator in charge of their numerous and interest- 
ing collections, exhibited many manuscripts in cloth binding, 
others ready to be bound, and contained in folders resembling 
legal folders, but made dust proof by use of overlapping ends. 
Each volume or package was marked with the name of the col- 
lection and the catalog number, indicating the decade and year 
in which it belonged. All materials were chronologically ar- 
ranged. 

The New York Historical Society, New York City, had its 
materials chronologically arranged in pamphlet boxes, and 
cataloged. 

In 1921 the final consignment of the great collection from 
General Grenville M. Dodge’ was received. Immediate and in- 
cessant requests for materials bearing on the value of railroad 
properties made by the railroad companies for their use in meet- 


1Grenville Mellen Dodge was born in Danvers, Massachusetts, April 12, 1831, 
and died in Council Bliffs, Iowa, January 8, 1916. He was graduated from the 
Military University at Norw’ch, Vermont, in 1850 as a civil engineer. The next 
year he began work as a civil engineer for the Illinois Central Railroad and 
during the few following years was in that capacity with the Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pac’fie Railway through Iowa and with the Pacific Railway system 
through Nebraska. In 1861 he raised the Fourth Iowa Infantry and entered the 
war as its colonel. He served under Fremont and Curtis in Missouri, under 
Grant at Vicksburg, under Sherman at Atlanta, and as a major general suc- 
ceeded Rosecrans as commander of the Department of Missouri. In 1866 he 
resigned from the Army and was appointed chief engineer of the Union Pacific 
Railroad, the first trans-continental road, and is regarded as its builder. He 
led in the construction of many other railroads in the Southwest. He served one 
term in Congress, 1867-69, and declined further service, was a delegate to the 
Republican national conventions of 1868 and 1876, was p resident of the Society 
of the Army of the Tennessee, was commander-in-chief of the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion, and received numerous other military and ciyil honors, 
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ing the requirements of the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
by other investigators demanded immediate handling. We quickly 
arranged the collection by classifying the materials of each spe- 
cific railroad or project under subject heads and in chronological 


order. Those subject headings were as follows: 


Agreements and Contracts 

Articles of Incorporation 
Correspondence 

Estimates 

Instructions 

Maps and Profiles 

Miscellany 

Pamphlets 

Receipts and Vouchers 

Reports 

Statements (trial balances, monthly statements, etc.) 
Subsidiary Roads and Corporations 


After the Dodge emergency situation passed, and in the year 
1922, a further and general study was made of the care of manu- 
scripts. The Library of Congress, through J. C. Fitzpatrick, 
assistant librarian of the manuscript division, advised: “Chron- 
ological arrangement of papers, wherever possible, is the ar- 
rangement which most successfully meets the needs of the greater 
number of investigators. Strict chronology is not, however, an 
ironclad rule, and in the case of the Dodge papers as described 
it seems probable that it can be modified to some extent.’ At the 
same time Mr. Fitzpatrick sent his brochure Notes on the Care, 
Cataloging, Calendaring and Arranging of Manuscripts, which 
has been constantly studied and in a great measure followed 
throughout the development of our principles of arrangement 
and classification of private papers. 

Where a collection of ordinary letters has been accompanied 
by masses of receipted bills, canceled checks, newspaper clip- 
pings and the like, separate classification has been made, but 
classified and arranged chronologically so as to parallel the 
principal collection, regarding the fact that the identity of en- 
closures with the principal missives must always be retained. 
We have separated them only when the over-bulk of the less 


ta 
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consequential materials has embarrassed the file from the phys- 
ical difficulty of incorporating it. In its final arrangement the 
Dodge materials are classified as follows: 


Civil War Materials 
Commissions 
Correspondence 
Diaries 

Finance 

Law 

Letter Books 

GA. RK. 
Manuscripts 

Maps and Profiles 
Newspaper Clippings 
Pamphlets 

Pictures 

Railroads 


Scarcely less important to us than the settling upon the prin- 
ciples of classifying and handling materials was that of settling 
upon the type of receptacles in which to finally deposit them. 

We found containers differed in the offices and vaults of law- 
yers and other professional men, railroad and other quasi public 
officials and of public officers. Those for different years often 
differed in the same depository as widely as other furniture and 
facilities and as widely as in different offices. The best one can 
make of it is that the method in use and the styles of devices 
have throughout prior years been the suggestions of stationery 
salesmen and “systems” recommended by experts. In reposi- 
tories of institutions resembling ours there was also variety, but 
in every instance a higher efficiency and greater simplicity than 
is to be found in the ordinary current business or even archives 
sections of the offices and institutions above referred to. 

Miss Sally Shaw of the Massachusetts Historical Society used 
the case we show as illustration No. 1. Doctor Albert Bushnell 
Hart of Harvard University used manila folders, with colored 
tabs so attached as to reveal at a glance his classification. He 
employed no boxes or containers which might be likened to bound 
volumes we think preferable for housing and for ready library 
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administration. Mr. William Coolidge Lane, librarian of the 
Widener Library, Cambridge (the manuscript division at Har- 
vard College), took us through that fine collecton of manuscript 


materials, the substance and variety of which seem unequaled, 


but the containe i i 
itainers were not uniform, and await some such solu- 


tion as we are endeavoring to arrive at in the present study. 
Mr. Victor H. Palsits of the New York Public Library, a 

pioneer in better handling and housing of public archives on 

hibited a box identical with the one we use in our dividien of 
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public archives, illustrated on page 251, Vol. XVI, Third Series, 
ANNALS oF Iowa. 

We found in the library of congress (and borrowed from Mr. 
Fitzpatrick) one of the cases used by them for many of their 
unbound collections, and which we show in our illustration No. 2. 
It was from the first and last named cases that we evolved one 
which for our purposes seems better adapted than any other of 
which we know. Illustration No. 3 will better explain than will 
our description. However, the case is made from heavy binder’s 
board, covered with blue vellum, each back-stamped in gilt let- 
ters with the name of the general collection, the inclusive years 
and the volume number. It may be objected that the inclusive 
dates on each volume should be back-stamped. That could be 
true only where a collection is beyond the possibility of growth. 
We find that collections of those dead forty years which reached 
us twenty years ago are frequently augmented within the current 
year by scores of missives varying in dates through a range of 
twenty-five years. 

Our container is preferred for its resemblance to those after 
which it was patterned and for the combination of those factors 
into one structure, then with the addition of the button and tie, 
which hold the flaps more nearly dust proof than any we exam- 
ined. This is a mere combination in this respect of details of the 
Library of Congress and the Massachusetts Historical Society 
containers, to which we added the button and tie. 

With this container or folder slipped into the jacket back- 
stamped as above described, our collection is amenable to all the 
rules of library classification and administration. It is dust proof, 
is readily identified on request, and favors avoidance of con- 
fusion through careless handling and displaying. Our next step 
will be to catalog according to standard library methods. 

Collections we have received during recent years will all be 
handled and deposited upon the above system. They will be 
calendared according to the Library of Congress methods. This 
has been done in the instance of the papers of Alonzo Abernethy,” 


,, 2Alonzo Abernethy was born in Sandusky, Ohio, April 14, 1836, and di 

Tampa, Florida, February 21, 1915. In 1854 he renner to Fayette Sota 
Iowa, taught school, and attended Burlington Academy and Chicago University 
In 1861 he enlisted as first sergeant in Company F, Ninth Iowa Infantry. and 
by the end of the war rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel. He was a member 
of the General Assembly in 1866, In 1870 he became principal of the Univer- 
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Charles Mason,’ Emerson Hough* and William H. Fleming.® 

We venture, in example, to append the Charles Mason calendar 
in excerpt, which indicates not only the system, but the impor- 
tance of the collection. 


1854, GRIMES, JAMES W. [Burlington] To Charles 
May 15 Mason [ Washington]. Re calumnious article against 
Grimes in Burlington Mirror. Asks Mason if Alex 
Stephens stated in his hearing that Iowa would be 
a Slave state in fifteen years. A. L. S. 
1861 MORSE, SAMUEL F. B. [Poughkeepsie] To 
Sept. 23 Charles Mason [ Washington]. Pleased with Mason’s 
letter accepting nomination, but thinks his views 
too broad, unselfish and patriotic to be popular. 
Describes “Secession” and “Abolitionism.” Thinks 
England back of much trouble. Believes most peo- 
ple desire peace. Is trying to put his ideas in 
print. “A. ib. s: 


sity of Des Moines, was state superintendent of public instruction from 1872 to 
1876, followed that service by being president of Chicago University for two 
years, and was president of Cedar Valley Seminary, Osage, from 1881 to 1902. 
He was a member of the Board of Regents of the State University of Iowa 
from 1890 to 1909 and was the author of many educational and historical articles 
in various publications. 

3Charles Mason. was born in Onondaga County, New York, October 24, 1804, 
and died near Burlington, Iowa, February 25, 1882. In 1829 he was graduated 
from West Point Military Academy at the head of his class. He studied law 
and practiced a short time in New York City, was employed as a writer on the 
New York Evening Post, but in 1837 was appointed a United States district 
attorney of Wisconsin Territory and removed to Burlington. In 1838 when Iowa 
became a territory he was appo.nted chief justice of Iowa Territory, which 
position he held until the territory became a state in 1846. He was one of the 
commission which revised the laws and prepared the Code of 1851. From 1858 
to 1857 he was United States commissioner of patents and resided in Washing- 
ton, but returned to Burlington at the end of that service. In 1858 he was a 
member of the first State Board of Education. In 1861 he was nominated by 
the Democrats for governor, but declined. In 1867 he was again nominated for 
governo:, but was defeated by Samuel Merrill. He was a delegate to the Demo- 
eratic national conventions of 1868 and 1872. 

4Emerson Hough was born in Newton, Iowa, June 28, 1857, and died in Chi- 
cago, Llinois, April 80, 1923. He was graduated from the Newton High School, 
and from the State Univeisity of Iowa in 1880. He began the practice of law 
in New Mexico, but soon began. writing sketches which were published princi- 
pally by the American Field and Forest and Stream. In 1889 he removed to 
Chicago and took over the office there of Forest and Stream. In 1902 he wrote 
The Mississippi Bubble, which was his first really successful novel. During the 
next twenty years he produced The Story of the Cowboy, The Girl of the Half- 
way House, The Way of the West, The Story of the Outlaw, Fifty-four Forty or 
Fight, Young Alaskans in the Far North, The Sage-brusher and many other 
stories. and in 1922 he wrote The Covered Wagon, which achieved a great success. 

5William Henry Fleming was born in New York City Api:il 14, 1833, and died 
in Des Moines, Iowa, October 14, 1923. In 1847 he began as an apprentice in the 
printing trade in the office of the Christian Intelligencer in New York City. In 
1854 he removed to Davenport, Iowa, and for several years worked on pipers 
there, principally the Davenport Gazette, being city editor of it. Some time dur- 
ing the Civil War he was employed by Adjutant General Baker in his office in 
Clinton. He removed to Des Moines in 1867 and became deputy secretary of 
state under Ed Wright, but resigned in 1869 to become private secretary to 
Governor Merrill. He acted in that capacity not only for Merrill but for Gover- 
nors Kirkwood, Newbold, Gear, Drake and Shaw. At intervals he was deputy 
state auditor, did much other special work about the State House, and did 
newspaper and historical writing. From 1902 to 1907 he was in a position in 
the United States Treasury Department under Secretary Shaw, 
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Epwarp Ranpart Mason was born in Franklinville, Cattaraugus 
County, New York, December 18, 1846, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, 
January 30, 1929. His parents were Lewis J. and Nancy (Winslow) 
Mason. Edward was the eleventh in a family of twelve children. The 
family removed to Bentonsport, Van Buren County, Iowa, in 1858. He 
attended common school, clerked in local stores and on May 19, 1864, 
enlisted in Company K, Forty-fifth Iowa Infantry, was mustered in as 
second corporal, and was mustered out September 16, 1864, at Keokuk 
at the end of his service. Returning home he clerked for a time in a 
general store, then took up the study of medicine at the Keokuk College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, but in 1869 removed to Des Moines and 
clerked in a grocery. August 5, 1870, he was appointed deputy clerk of 
the United States Circuit Court for the District of Iowa. In 1875 on 
the resignation of the clerk, Mr. Mason was promoted to that position, 
which he retained thirty-five years, or until in February, 1910. When he 
was appointed deputy clerk he began studying law and in 1872 was ad- 
mitted to practice. He was United States Circuit Court commissioner 
from 1870 until 1902, was custodian of the United States Court House 
and Postoffice Building in Des Moines from 1889 until the advent of the 
following Cleveland administration, from 1885 to 1888 he was receiver 
for the Des Moines, Osceola & Southern Railroad, and was for brief 
periods deputy clerk of the United States District Court under Clerks 
J. J. Steadman and W. C. McArthur. During this busy official career 
he was engaged in several business enterprises. In 1870 he established a 
factory in Des Moines for making tinware and sheet iron ware, but in 
1881 he changed to the making of barbed wire, the firm being the Mer- 
chants Barbed Wire Company, doing a large business, but finally selling 
to the trust. In 1875 he began the breeding and raising of Jersey cows 
and trotting horses on his small farm in Van Buren County, which he 
continued for over twenty years. In 1888 he and his brother, James F. 
Mason, organized the Des Moines Cotton Mill Company and for a few 
years did an extensive business in making cotton cloth. In 1906 he and 
Fred Duesenberg began the manufacture of the Mason automobile which 
continued with some success until in 1910 they sold to F. L. Maytag. 
On relinquishing the court clerkship in 1910 he devoted himself more 
particularly to his law practice in Des Moines having for a time J. B. 
Dyer as a partner, but in later years practiced alone, being engaged in 
the preparation of a case at the time of his death, 
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Joun W. Carr was born near Mount Pulaski, Logan County, Illinois, 
April 26, 1839, and died in Montezuma, Iowa, March 30, 1929. His par- 
ents were William and Catharine (Moore) Carr. Left an orphan, he 
came to Poweshiek County, Iowa, in 1847 to make his home with his 
maternal! grandmother who lived near Forest Home. He worked sum- 
mers on the pioneer farm and in winters was a pupil in the first log 
schoolhouse in Poweshiek County. He later was a student in the Pre- 
paratory Department of Iowa College, Grinnell, and still later in the 
college. He varied his attendance at college with school-teaching. July 5, 
1861, he enlisted in Company F, Tenth Iowa Infantry, and was ap- 
pointed second lieutenant. Owing to sickness he resigned the following 
January. July 5, 1862, he led in raising a company that was attached 
to the Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry as Company C, was commissioned 
its captain, and served until mustered out at Savannah, Georgia, July 31, 
1865. He was with his regiment in its great campaigns in the South- 
west, including Vicksburg and Red River, and later in Virginia, being 
seriously wounded at Winchester, and was finally with Sherman in the 
Carolinas. Owing to wounds received. by his superior officers he was in 
command of his regiment for a time and was at the close of the war 
breveted major. Returning from the war he engaged in merchandis- 
ing at Montezuma until 1869 when he was elected clerk of the Dis- 
trict Court, and was twice re-elected, serving six years. During that 
time he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1877 and was 
actively in practice in Montezuma during nearly all the remainder of 
his life. For a time he was in partnership with William H. Redman 
as Redman & Carr. He was elected county attorney in 1894 and twice 
re-elected, serving six years. He became president of the Montezuma 
Savings Bank when it was organized in 1893, and was a director of the 
First National Bank of Montezuma. He was an active member of the 
Republican party in the county and state, and during his long career 
was a useful and honored citizen. 


Wittram S. Harr was born in Paint Creek ‘Township, Allamakee 
County, Iowa, March 20, 1866, and died in Waukon January 25, 1929. 
His parents were William and Alicia (Conway) Hart. He attended 
public school, worked on farms, was at different times a student in 
Decorah Institute conducted by John Breckenridge, taught country 
schools and sold fire insurance. In 1889 he was elected clerk of the 
District Court and was re-elected in 1891, but resigned before the end 
of his second term and began the: practice of law, having studied with 
Henry and John F. Dayton, and been admitted to the bar. July 2, 1890, 
he enlisted in Company I, First Regiment, Iowa National Guard, as a 
private. He was promoted to second lieutenant March 4, 1892, to first 
lieutenant September 23, 1893, and to captain July 15, 1895. During 
the Spanish American War he went out as second lieutenant of Com- 
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pany I, Forty-ninth Regiment, Iowa Volunteer Infantry, being come 
missioned April 26, 1898, and was mustered out at Savannah, Georgia, 
May 13, 1899. During much of that time he was on detail as judge 
advocate, General Court Martial, Second Division, Seventh Army Corps, 
under General Fitzhugh Lee, both at Jacksonville, Florida, and at 
Mariano, Cuba. In 1903 he was elected representative and served in the 
Thirtieth and Thirty-first general assemblies, taking a leading part in 
much important legislation. He became a leading lawyer in his portion 
of the state, his practice extending into many counties, and while his 
was a general practice, he won his greatest reputation in the fields of 
telephone, electric light and power, and fraternal insurance litigation. 
He acquired a large amount of Allamakee County lands, much of which 
he operated. He had superior talents, was honorable and reliable, was a 
lover of nature, and was noted as an orator of ability. 

D. Furron Rice was born on a farm in Appanoose County, Iowa, 
September 13, 1889, and died in Centerville, February 28, 1929. His 
parents were John F. and Sarah E. (Hibbs) Rice. He attended common 
school and for short periods the State Normal School at Kirksville, 
Missouri, and Drake University at Des Moines. He taught school for 
five years, read law with H. E. Valentine of Centerville, attended the 
Law School of the University of Michigan and was admitted to the bar 
in June, 1917. He practiced for a brief time in Centerville and in 
Knoxville. During the World War he enlisted and was assigned to the 
Judge Advocate’s office at Camp Beauregard, Alexandria, Louisiana. 
While there he was nominated for Congress by the Democratic party 
of the Kighth District the fall of 1918, but was defeated by the then 
incumbent, Horace M. Towner. Returning home after the war he en- 
tered practice at Centerville. In 1924 he was elected representative and 
served in the Forty-first General Assembly. He was not a candidate 
for re-election, but because of the death of Charles Harvey Scott who 
had been elected representative from that county, but who had died 
before qualifying, Mr. Rice held over during the Forty-second General 
Assembly under a provision of the Constitution. He was a popular 
young man and appeared to be well entered on a useful career when 
he met a tragic death at the hands of an irrational assassin. 


James Parron Frick was born at Bakerstown, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, August 28, 1845, and died in Bedford, Iowa, February 25, 
1929. His parents, John and Margaret (Patton) Flick, removed with 
their family to Wapello County, Iowa, in 1852 and to Taylor County in 
1856, locating on a farm. James P. obtained his education in local 
schools, and by private study. On April 3, 1862, he enlisted in Com- 
pany K, Fourth Iowa Infantry, saw active and hard service with his 
regiment through its great campaigns and was mustered out at Jones- 
boro, Georgia, at the expiration of his service, September 4, 1864. Soon 
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after returning home he took up the study of law with attorneys in 
Bedford and was admitted to practice in 1867. In 1868 he was elected 
county recorder and served two years. In 1877 he was elected repre- 
sentative and served in the Seventeenth General Assembly. He was 
appointed district attorney for the Third Judicial District to succeed 
Smith McPherson in January, 1851, McPherson having been elected 
attorney general. Mr. Flick was elected district attorney the fall of 
1881 and continued to serve until the office was abolished December 31, 
1886. In 1888 he was elected to Congress, was re-elected in 1890, and 
served in the Fifty-first and Fifty-second congresses. He voluntarily 
retired from Congress in 1893 and resumed the practice of law at 
Bedford. 


Newett Dwicur Huis was born at Magnolia, Iowa, September 2, 
1858, and died in Bronxville, New York, February 25, 1929. Burial was 
in Kensico Cemetery, Kensico, New York. His parents were Samuel 
Ewing and Margaret (Hester) Hillis. He was graduated from Lake 
Forest (Illinois) University in 1884, and McCormick Theological Semi- 
nary in 1887. The same year he was ordained to the Presbyterian minis- 
try, was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Peoria, Illinois, 
1886-85; at Evanston, Illinois, 1889-95; Central Church (independent), 
Chicago, 1895-99; Plymouth Congregational Church, Brooklyn, New 
York, 1899-1924; pastor emeritus of Plymouth Church after 1924. In 
going to Plymouth Church he succeeded Lyman Abbott, who had suc- 
ceeded Henry Ward Beecher. Besides being a great preacher Hillis was 
a noted lecturer and author. It is said that in his forty years of active 
life he delivered approximately 3,500 lectures. His lectures and pub- 
lished works were largely on religious and patriotic subjects. Among 
his writings were Influence of Christ in Modern. Life, 1902; Henry Ward 
Beecher, a Study of his Life and Influence, 1913; Message of David 
Swing to his Generation, 1913; German Atrocities, 1918; A Blot on the 
Kaiser's Scutcheon, 1913. He was learned, versatile, accomplished, and 
brilliant both as writer and orator. 


Pus C. Hanna was born in Waterloo, Iowa, June 27, 1857, and 
died in a sanitarium at National City, near San Diego, California, 
February 17, 1929. Burial was in Elmwood Cemetery, Waterloo, Iowa. 
His parents were George W. and Mary (Melrose) Hanna. He was 
educated in the public schools of his native city, and began to study 
with a view of entering the ministry. In his early life he was active 
in evangelistic work, was affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and continued to be a communicant of that church throughout his life. 
He entered the United States consular service in 1889, was consul at 
La Guaira, Venezuela, 1891-94; at Trinidad, Cuba, July 2 to August 30, 
1897; at San Juan, Porto Rico, September 1, 1897, to April 21, 1898; 
and was consul general to Monterey, Mexico, from November 1, 1899, 
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to 1919 when he retired. He passed through three South American 
revolutions and was supported on different occasions by the United 
States Navy, especially in Venezuela. He acted an important part in 
his consular work in the West Indies during the Spanish-American War. 
He did especially meritorious work during his twenty years of service 
in Mexico in protecting American interests and maintaining friendly 
relations between Mexico and the United States. He had a genuine 
affection for and interest in the Mexican people. He rendered a valu- 
able service to his government. 


Henry Dayton was born in Saratoga County, New York, Septem- 
ber 30, 1836, and died in Waukon, Iowa, April 19, 1928. He obtained 
his education in the local public schools and in a near-by seminary. He 
taught school a few years in New York, removed to Allamakee County, 
Towa, in 1857, and taught a winter term at Hardin, now an abandoned 
town of that county. In 1858 he went to Batesville, Arkansas, and en- 
tered a law office, but in 1861 returned to Iowa and read law with 
M. V. Burdick of Decorah, and was admitted to the bar in November 
of that year. He then taught school during winters for eight years, 
following surveying in summers, and in 1870 formed a law partnership 
with George B. Edmonds of Waukon, but in 1873 became a partner with 
his nephew, J. F. Dayton. Later he was associated professionally with 
G. W. Eaton. Politically he was a Democrat. In 1865 he was elected 
county surveyor of Allamakee County and served four years. In 1871 
he was elected representative and was re-elected in 1873, serving in the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth general assemblies. In 1888 he was elected 
county attorney and served six consecutive years. In 1916 when eighty 
years old he was again elected county attorney and served two years. 
He stood high in his profession and as a citizen. 


Craries EK. Mrmis was born at Magnolia, Illinois, in 1868 and died in 
Phoenix, Arizona, January 17, 1929. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. K. 
Mills, emigrated to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, shortly after his birth. He 
was a graduate of the Cedar Rapids High School, and for several years 
studied engineering at the State University of Iowa. After finishing 
his education he located in Arizona, in 1888. Later he spent two years 
at Harvard in the study of mining and engineering. On account of his 
practical experience and special training he became general manager 
of the Detroit Copper Mining Company at Morenci, general manager 
of the Inspiration Consolidated Copper Company, and the International 
Smelting Company at Miami. During the World War he gave his time 
and service in the Aircraft Department. He was one of the organizers 
of the Apache Powder Company. He became interested in the Gila 
Valley Bank and Trust Company and president of that organization. 
He organized the Valley Bank of Phoenix, Arizona, and later merged 
the two under the name of the Valley Bank. He was for many years 
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an outstanding figure in mining and financial circles in the Southwest. 
His activities covered a wide range of business affairs. Mr. Mills always 
felt that he was a citizen of Iowa, his early home and where he spent 
his student years.—B. L. Wick. 


Frep M. Motsserry was born in Plymouth County, Iowa, May 22, 
1866, and died in Columbus Junction February 14, 1929. His parents 
were Joseph M. and Jemima Jane (Pitman) Molsberry. He was reared 
on the home farm, attended the local district school and was graduated 
from the Law Department of the State University of Iowa in 1892. He 
located in Columbus Junction and soon acquired a good practice. In 
1894. he was elected county attorney, was twice re-elected and served 
until January, 1901. The fall of 1901 he was elected senator from the 
Louisa-Muscatine district and served in the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth 
and Thirty-first general assemblies, achieving the reputation of a useful 
legislator. He remained in active practice of his profession until the 
day before his death. He was a member of the city council, was a 
director in the Cotter Savings Bank, was president of the local com- 
munity club and took an active part in all movements of local welfare. 
He belonged to several fraternities, and was grand chancellor of the 
Knights of Pythias of Iowa in the year 1903-04. 


Tsaomas Enwin Powers was born near Clarinda, Iowa, November 29, 
1857, and died in Clarinda February 14, 1929. His parents were 
Jacob H. and Eliza B. (Silver) Powers. He received his preliminary 
education in the public schools of Clarinda, later attended the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa including its Medical Department, and was graduated 
from the Missouri Medical College of St. Louis in 1881. He practiced 
for a short time in ‘St. Louis, but soon located in practice in Clarinda. 
From 1891 to 1893 he was assistant superintendent of the Clarinda 
State Hospital for the Insane. Twice he spent considerable time in 
Germany studying surgery and attending clinics. In 1890 he established 
the Powers Hospital at Clarinda. His practice became large and he 
won distinction in his profession. He was elected representative in 1922 
and was re-elected in 1924, serving in the Fortieth and Forty-first gen- 
eral assemblies, and being chairman of the Public Health Committee of 
the House during his last term. He was president of the State Medical 
Society for the year 1926-27 and was a member of the State Board of 
Health at the time of his death. 


Mitton K. Campseti was born in Belmont County, Ohio, November 1, 
1837, and died in Pomona, California, December 18, 1928. His parents 
were William and Mary (Kerr) Campbell. When a small boy he re- 
moved with William Ramodge to near Monroe, Jasper County, Iowa. 
He attended public school, was two years in Central University, Pella, 
and taught for some time. June 24, 1861, he enlisted in Company B, 
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Fifth Iowa Infantry, and was with it through its arduous campaigns. 
In the spring of 1863 he was rendered unfit for hard duty by malarial 
fever, but remained in service until the expiration of his enlistment, 
being mustered out in August, 1864, Returning to Jasper County he 
engaged in mercantile business, but in 1873 removed to Shelby County, 
and settled near Harlan on unimproved land. In 1875 he was elected 
representative for the district comprising Audubon, Shelby, Adair and 
Cass counties and served in the Sixteenth General Assembly. In 1881 
he removed to Harlan and engaged in real estate business until August, 
1883, when he was chosen cashier of the Shelby County Bank. He later 
became president but retired from business in 1905 when he and his 
associates sold the bank to other parties. Soon thereafter he removed 
to San Diego, California, and later to Pomona. 


Joun A. Guruer was born in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, Decem- 
ber 10, 1858, and died in Miami, Florida, February 26, 1929. Burial was 
at Winterset, Iowa. He was a son of Doctor and Mrs. James Guiher. 
He attended college at Waynesburg, studied law one year in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and in the law office of Richard Vaux in Phila- 
delphia, was admitted to the bar in Waynesburg in 1881 and practiced 
there two years. In 1883 he removed to Winterset and engaged in 
practice, forming a partnership with A. R. Dabner, but later with his 
brother, W. T. Guiher. He was the first county attorney of Madison 
County, elected in 1886, was re-elected two years later and served four 
years. On January 20, 1915, he was appointed a member of the Rail- 
road Commission to succeed N. S. Ketchum, was elected at the next 
election and served until 1921. After retiring from the commission he 
served for a time as western representative of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and at different times acted under the Federal Court as 
master in chancery. He was an active and useful citizen of his local 
community and was a lawyer of high standing and ability. 

Thomas K, Jouns was born in Glamorganshire, Wales, July 31, 1846, 
and died in a hospital in Rochester, Minnesota, March 15, 1929. Burial 
was in Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines. He emigrated to America in 
1865, located in Johnson County, Iowa, and began farming. In 1872 he 
removed to Keokuk County near where Thornburg now stands and con- 
tinued farming. In 1878 he engaged in merchandising at Aurora and 
later when the B. C. R. & N. R. R. was built through that section he 
removed his store to the newly established village of Keswick. In 1881 
he was elected representative and served in the Nineteenth General 
Assembly. He added banking to his interests at Keswick but in 1901 
he disposed of his properties there and removed to Des Moines. Not 
long thereafter he purchased a controlling interest in the Prairie City 


State Bank, assumed its management, but continued his residence in 
Des Moines. 
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